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INSIDE TRAVEL

INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA’S FINEST

JUME 23, 2005

Ar INDABA 2008, the first

public  ammouncement  was
nade by MalaMala that a new,
luxury camp was being built,
and would be completed in
November, 2005. The detasls
af the new camp — Rattrays
on MalaMala, appear belor,
bt let's take a look at what
MalaMala represents, and the
contribution it has made to
the tatal Sowth African tourism
product,

private game lodges in South

Africa, cach doing its uemost to
b just a lictle bleep on the clumered
expanse of South Africa’s game
lodpe and wild life radar screen,
With all of this promorianal activ-
(13’9 there are new atractions over
and above the basic *Big Five' thar
is mow considered to be manda-
rory, MNow there is ‘malaria free';
there are ‘Big Six” and even ‘Big
Seven'. Lodges are now boasting
high tech, modern accommodation
with masses of brass and glass;
spa and wellness facilinies, and a
whole lor more thar makes the
simple pleasure of game viewing
less necessary,

And with 700 game lodges killing
themselves to survive, and visitors
wild life aspirations stoked by the
racy whims of rwenty-fiest century
lifestvles, the honest contribution
made by wild life icons like the
Rarwravs: of MalaMala are both
easily forgotten and overlooked.

The purpose of this cover story is
twofold: to announce the new, ultra-
luxurious lodge ar MalaMala, and
o pay tribute to the family whose
vision, dedication and unswerving
commitment to environmentally
responsible wild life tourism, has
resulted in MalaMala being the
most distinguished, intermanonally
renowned private game reserve
in South Africa, and possibly the
world.

Ir i5 said chat there-are over 700

A LETTER FROM MICHAEL
RATTRAY
"My first foray m to the S5W
began tn 1937 when | was a mere
§ years old and this imitial visit
HATE, ||I-Cﬂ‘ L the commmescenient
of almast 70 years of wninterrupt-
ed agssociation with the valwable
greater Kruger
Mational Park sesldlife enclave,
Norma and [ are imto onur fifth

decade on MalaMala and we now
reflect weith great emjoyment and
Fromility, memories of this privi-
leped poriod in our fives. Africa’s
ecolagy is wnigne and we have
learned to respect and eherish the
many characteristics of the wealth
of her wildlife. We are therefore
both excited and delighted 1o
launch Rattray’s on MalaMala in
2005,

In the concepiualisation of Rat-
tray's on MalaMala we are creating
a camp that defines our inter-
pretation of classic ‘Into Africa’,
We gre now wearing the comple-
tion date and the final product is
appearing to be more than we ever
enmpistoned. We are comfident that
you il in due course, share onr
serrtimienis.

Unlike MalaMala Camp, wihich
rentaing @ momamtent to the o=
neers of yesteryear, Rattray’s on
MalaMala embodies what Norma
and | have aspired ta for many
years. That is a camp which repre-
sents @ style of accommodation rel-
ewant fo preesent l.fn'.l'}' international
reguirerents and whick comple-
nients the game viewnng for which
the MalaMala Game Reserve is
world famous.

Norma and | now enter owr
newclight years and look back over
the past 40 summers i ecoforrism
and we reflect on our wmeaver-
ing passion for MalaMala, We are
indeed proud of this little paradize
in Africa over which we are the
entivonmentally responsible eus-
todians, Rattray's on MalaMala is
a rribute to our excellent staff as
well as onr wonderful friends who
have mspired us to create this, onr
HEN: Cantfy.

Thank you for your contribie-
Hio...

Miehael and Norma Rattray™

RATTRAY'S ON MALAMALA

¢ B Luxury Suites each with sepa-
rate his and hers bathrooms

o Private plunge pools

* Private in-room dining facilities

* Full telephone, satellite televi-
sion, e-mail and inrernet facili-
ties in cach suite

¢ Complimentary laundry service

Rattray’s on MalaMala represents a
classical “into Africa™ safari expe-
rience in keeping with MalaMala’s
history of presenting an authentic
view of wildlife in Africa 1o the
discerning traveller.

The Rattray’s camp experience
15 exclusive, with each of the eight
comfortable suites occupving its
own elevated site overlooking the
Sand River. Filtered plunge pools
complete each of the secluded
verandas and an outdoor dining
arca provides the ideal vantage
point from which to enjoy bush
cuisine in complete privacy. Each
guest has the choice of remaining

connected to the ourside world,
from the sanctuary of ther room,
Vi CONtinuous internel Connectiv-
ity and satellite television,

Facilities within the clegant, mam
building incorporare a viewing deck,
complete with telescope, an air-con-
diticned library providing a refuge
for the literary devoree, an amractive
bar showcasing the history of the
arca and an adjoining wine cellar
stocked with a wide range of South
Africa’s best wines. Breakfast and
lunch are served i the air-condi-
riomed dining room or on the adjoin-
ing deck whilst the traditional reed
boma, under a magnificent jacka-
Iberry tree, is the ultimare oundoor
EVENINE venue.

TTRAY’S MALAMA

The focus-of the Rattray’s safans
will continue 1o reflect the ethos
of the reserve over the past forty
years — game viewing. Sound con-
servation management has ensured
an environmental sanctuary for an
impressive density and diversity of
wildlife. Striving for a maximum of
4 guests per safan vehicle this wild-
life wonderland thar is MalaMala
unfolds. Sightings of the Big Five
and rthe interactions of the various
species along the food chain from
ants to clephants provides visitors
with a glimpse of Africa as it has
alwavs been — untouched by the
modern human hand.

This camp has a 16 year old age
limir, €




