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THE MONTH’S WEATHER SUMMARY
Temperature
Celsius (°C)

Fahrenheit (°F)
Actual

Average

Maximum

37

27.8

Minimum

15

19

Actual

Average

Maximum

98.6

82

Minimum

59

66.2

Rainfall
Millimetres

Inches

Days of rain

78

3.07

7

TOTAL SIGHTINGS
Lion

78

Leopard

102

Elephant

108

Buffalo

37

Cheetah

4

Cape hunting dog

10

Sightings are tallied by day and not by drive. E.g.; an individual leopard seen during the morning and
afternoon drives on the same day is regarded as a single sighting.
KILL STATS
Lion

2 buffalo and 1 zebra

Leopard

2 bushbuck, 2 duikers, 10 impalas, 1 zebra

Cheetah

No recorded kills

Cape hunting dog

2 impala
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS
LION PRIDES
THE KAMBULA PRIDE = 23
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 ADULT FEMALES
6 SUB ADULT FEMALES
5 SUB ADULT MALES
2 CUBS
3 CUBS
1 CUB
MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD
(46 sightings)

± 7 YEARS 7 MONTHS
± 7 YEARS 4 MONTHS
± 2 YEARS 2 MONTHS
± 2 YEARS 2 MONTHS
1 YEAR 5 MONTHS
3 MONTHS
2 MONTHS

Early rains this month put pressure on the Kambula pride. The dry season is over, and with surface
water across the reserve, the pride’s typical prey source no longer need to drink from the Sand River
daily. Therefore, this pride has had to cover their territory extensively in search of suitable prey to
sustain themselves. Hence, the bulk of the Kambula pride was seen throughout their territory this
month from the Rock Drift Donga’s confluence with the Sand River, to the northern parts of Paradise
Valley where they killed a buffalo bull, to Campbell Koppies. For the most part, there were two
lionesses with ten sub-adults and the two year-and-a-half old cubs. One of the sub-adult females
seems to be spending time alone and with the rest of the pride on rare occasions. The three lionesses
that do not have young cubs (> 1 year & 6 months) have been breaking away from the pride in search
of males to mate with. As seen last month with a lioness mating with the Ottawa male, this month a
lioness was mating with the Northern Avoca males around the northern parts of the Mlowathi River.
Could this mean the lionesses from the Kambula pride are losing faith in the dominance of the Gowrie
males? Although the lionesses are spending time with other male lions, the Gowrie males are still their
dominant coalition. These two males spent a large portion of their time with members of this pride
and were seen mating with the lionesses on several occasions throughout the month.
While the bulk of the pride moves together, the lionesses with the two youngest litters have remained
sedentary for the most part. Their movements restricted due to their dependant cubs. At the start of
the month, these two mothers used the river bushwillows opposite Rattray’s camp as their den site.
However, when the rains came, and the river rose the lionesses with the older litter moved her cubs
to Styx rocks where they were viewed regularly for the remainder of the month. The second lioness
was too slow at moving her cubs and unfortunately lost one of her two. After the rise in the river, she
moved her surviving cub further north and even introduced it to the main pride south of Princess Alice
Pans on the 18th.
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THE TORCHWOOD PRIDE = 14
7 ADULT FEMALES
UNKOWN AGES
6 ADULT FEMALES
± 4 YEARS 9 MONTHS
4 CUBS
NORTH EASTERN EYREFIELD.
*This pride is starting to fragment, and we believe a ‘breakaway’ is in progress.
(4 sightings)
With such a small portion of this pride’s territory on MalaMala Game Reserve, it’s tough to keep up
with the dynamics that are playing out daily. This month was no exception to this with us finding tracks
of a female and cubs in Clarendon at the beginning of the month. It was only on the 17th we got our
first look at the new members of the Torchwood pride. Seven lionesses and three cubs were on the
Kruger National Park boundary in the Split Rock donga. The three cubs were estimated to be already
three months old! On the 19th the Torchwood male was with two of the young lionesses in Clarendon
open area. A few days later a young lioness was seen with the Torchwood male east of Matshapiri
open area on the 23rd and together they moved north to Piccadilly pans the following day.
THE MARTHLY PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 CUB
MARTHLY
(5 sightings)

7 YEARS 4 MONTHS
1 YEAR 7 MONTHS

The mother-daughter pair that is the Marthly pride were viewed together in all five sightings this
month. The first sighting of them was on the 3rd at Kigelia crossing. On the 10th they were walking
north in the Sand River in front of MalaMala and Sable camps. The following day they were at Bicycle
crossing. Almost two weeks passed with no sightings of these two until they were found around Stwise
trailing a herd of Cape buffalo on the 22nd. Having been unsuccessful at hunting Cape buffalo the
previous day the last sighting of this pride was on the 23rd when they were back at Bicycle crossing.
THE EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 CUB
CHARLESTON
(3 sightings)

13 YEARS 4 MONTHS
1 YEAR 4 MONTHS

The Eyrefield lioness and her female cub were seen on a Cape buffalo kill with both southern Avoca
males north of Calabash crossing on the 16th and 17th. On the 18th the mother and daughter had moved
east of the kill and were resting up with full bellies. With the Sand River pride starting to spend more
time in the southern parts of Charleston and the Tjellehanga River, we can only speculate that this
pride is once again under pressure. Having watched the Marthly lioness dodge both the larger
Kambula and Nkuhuma pride we suspect this lioness is living a remarkably similar way of life.
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THE NKUHUMA PRIDE = 17
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 ADULT FEMALES
1 ADULT FEMALE
3 ADULT FEMALES
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 CUBS
2 CUBS
3 CUBS
1 CUB
NORTH WESTERN EYREFIELD
(1 sightings)

± 8 YEARS 4 MONTH
± 7 YEARS 10 MONTHS
± 7 YEARS 7 MONTHS
± 4 YEARS 5 MONTHS
± 4 YEARS 3 MONTH
1 YEAR 5 MONTHS
1 YEAR 3 MONTHS
1 YEAR 2 MONTHS
10 MONTHS

We only recorded one sighting of the Nkuhuma pride this month when the seven adult females and
nine cubs were south of Mlowathi Dam on the 23rd.
THE STYX PRIDE = 6
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 SUB ADULT FEMALE
1 SUB ADULT
NOMADIC
(1 sighting)

12 YEARS 9 MONTHS
9 YEARS 9 MONTHS
3 YEARS 10 MONTH
3 YEARS 8 MONTHS

Two adult females from the pride were on the western bank of the Sand River south of Trollip’s
camp on the 26th.
MALE LIONS
THE GOWRIE MALES = 2
1 ADULT MALE
± 9 YEARS 10 MONTHS
1 ADULT MALE
± 8 YEARS 10 MONTHS
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA
DOMINANT OVER THE KAMBULA AND MARTHLY PRIDES.
First encountered on MalaMala Game Reserve in September 2015.
(17 sightings)
The two Gowrie males spent much of their time apart this month with them seen together in only five
of the 17 sightings. Time spent apart is likely a result of the two males having to cover their territory
extensively with young males starting to encroach. Although not seen together much one or both
males were seen with members of the Kambula pride in 11 of the 17 sightings. The majority of
sightings were along the Sand River near West Street crossing and near the airstrip. A noteworthy
sighting was on the 17th when one of the males was with the bulk of the Kambula pride around the
northern parts of Paradise valley with a buffalo bull kill.
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THE ‘NORTHERN’ AVOCA MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
NORTH WESTERN EYREFIELD
DOMINANT OVER THE NKUHUMA PRIDE
First encountered in late 2019.
(3 sightings)

± 7 YEARS 4 MONTHS

A plot twist among the lions…?
On the 28th one of the Northern Avoca males was mating with a lioness from the Kambula pride at
Mlowathi Dam while his brother was further north along the Mlowathi River. The following day the
same male and lioness from the Kambula pride were mating west of Mlowathi pans.
THE ‘SOUTHERN’ AVOCA MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
DOMINANT OVER THE EYREFIELD PRIDE
(4 sightings)

± 7 YEARS 8 MONTHS

The two southern Avoca males were seen four times this month; three sightings took place on
Charleston and one on Toulon. The three sightings on Charleston were on the 15 -17th when the two
males and the Eyrefield pride were on a Cape buffalo bull kill south of Charleston River rocks. Both
males were next seen on the 26th at Boomer’s crossing with the Sand River pride.
THE TORCHWOOD MALE = 1
1 ADULT MALE
NOMADIC - EYREFIELD
(8 sightings)

± 4 YEARS 6 MONTHS

The Torchwood male was seen seven times this month, five of those sightings he was seen alone and
the other three sightings he was in the company of young lionesses from the Torchwood pride. The
first sighting of this impressive young male was on the 18th when he was found on the Kruger National
Park boundary in the Split Rock donga. The following day he was in Clarendon open area with two of
his sisters. On the 21st he was close to the Sand River east of the Ngoboswaan breakfast spot. From
here he went north, and we watched him roar for the first time around Piccadilly Pans on the 22nd. On
the 23rd he was found east of Matshapiri open area with one of the young lionesses from the
Torchwood pride. Together they ventured north and were seen together the following day around
Piccadilly pans. On the 25th the Torchwood male strolled into a sighting of the Sibuye and Emsagweni
female interacting north of Wild dog rocks open area. The last sighting of this male was of him once
again at Piccadilly pans on the 27th.
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OTHER LIONS ENCOUNTERED:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two young unknown males were near Lion Rocks on the 1st.
A male we are unfamiliar with was at Emsagwen open area on the 18th.
Two young males were near the windmill on the 26th. They were somewhat nervous
about the land rovers, however.
The Sand River Pride (Three adult females, one 8-month-old cub and five 4-monthold cubs) where seen at Boomers crossing on Toulon on the 26th and again on the 31st
at Sands End crossing on the 31st.
The Styx and Nkuhuma males were in the Sand River south of the Rock Drift donga on
the 26th and 27th with the remains of a kill of some sorts.
The four Ndhzenga males were at Charleston north crossing on the 28th.
An unknown male was seen near the old borehole in Flockfield on the 31st.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LIONS ENCOUNTERED

70 (23 cubs)

LEOPARDS
FEMALE LEOPARDS:
THE PICCADILLY FEMALE
6 YEARS 10 MONTHS
1 CUB
7 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi femaleᶧ, independent first quarter of 2016.
(0 sightings)
We recorded no sightings of the Piccadilly female and her cub this month. This is the first month we
have not had at least one sighting of this female leopard.
THE NKOVENI FEMALE
8 YEARS 2 MONTHS
WESTERN MALAMALA & SOUTHERN MARTHLY
Daughter of the Mashaba female, independent early 2014.
Mother of Plaque Rock female.
(5 sightings)
The Nkoveni female was seen with the Maxim’s male on the 1st on the airstrip and the 4th around the
hippo pools north of West street. On the 10th she was hunting impala on the old airstrip. A week later
she was seen west of the bridge on the 17th. Another week went by before she was seen again, this
time a little south of her usual territory, her just north of Rattray’s camp on the 25th.
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THE ISLAND FEMALE
2 CUBS

7 YEARS 10 MONTHS
3 MONTHS

WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, SOUTHERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Tamboti femaleᶧ, independent first quarter of 2015
(19 sightings)
October was a fantastic month of sightings of this female and her two cubs. The month started with
the female finishing of an impala kill west of Matshapiri Open area on the 1st. From the 2nd until the
6th the female and cubs were viewed regularly at the Hogvaal donga den site. On the 6th the Island
female made a kill in the Matshapiri River near Matshapiri open area. She moved her two cubs to a
den site in amongst the rocks here, and they spent the following week at this den until hyenas
prompted the Island female to relocate her cubs. Eight days passed with no sightings of the Island
female or her cubs before they were found with an impala kill on the 19th on the MalaMala/Flockfield
boundary, Sable road junction. From here, the Island female moved her cubs back west to the den site
west of White Cloth open area. The trio spent the rest of the month around this area enjoying an
impala kill (21st), a duiker kill (23rd) and a nyala kill (31st) in this time.
THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE
10 YEARS 10 MONTHS
NORTH/EASTERN MALAMALA AND EYREFIELD
Daughter of the Kikilezi femaleᶧ, independent first quarter of 2012.
Mother of 3:2 & 3:3 Sons of the Emsagweni female.
(2 sightings)
After months with no sign of this adult female, she has shown up again. The Matshapiri River, south
of Buffalo Bush dam was we found this female on the 22nd with an impala kill. Only a few days later
on the 25th, she was interacting with her younger sister, the Sibuye female near Boessi open area.
Their territorial dispute was abruptly brought to a halt when the Torchwood male lion appeared in the
area, likely attracted by the constant roaring by the two adult leopardesses.
THE THREE RIVERS FEMALE
4 YEARS 7 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Kikilezi femaleᶧ, orphaned on May 22nd, 2017
(4 sightings)
The Three Rivers female was seen four times all sightings being on the western bank. The first sighting
of her was on the 6th when she and the Plaque Rock female were having an altercation on the airstrip.
The next sighting of her was on the 18th when she was seen north of Princess Alice Pans limping badly
not putting weight on her front right foot. The following day she was at the old Flockfield camp, not
far from where she was seen the night before and still limping. The last sighting for the month was at
Flockfield tower on the 26th where she was walking normally having recovered from her strain.
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THE LOOKOUT FEMALE
10 YEARS 9 MONTHS
MALE CUB
1 YEAR 1 MONTHS
NORTHERN FLOCKFIELD
First encountered on MalaMala Game Reserve in late 2015.
Mother of the Kapen female.
(5 sightings)
The Lookout female and her cub were seen on the 11th, 12th, and 13th west of lion rocks with an impala
and duiker kill. While trying to manoeuvre the impala kill the Lookout female dropped most of the
carcass to the eagerly awaiting hyenas that snatched up the opportunity of a free meal. She left her
cub with the little remains and led us to the duiker kill. Once the cub finished off the remains of the
impala, he followed his mother to the next meal. On the 26th and 27th, the Lookout female was by
herself at Styx crossing.
THE KAPEN FEMALE
3 YEARS 0 MONTHS
SOUTHERN FLOCKFIELD
Daughter of the Lookout female, independent first quarter of 2019.
(0 sightings)
We recorded no sightings of this female leopard for October.
THE SIBUYE FEMALE
6 YEARS 10 MONTHS
2 CUBS
1 YEAR 2 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD
Daughter of the Kikilezi femaleᶧ, independent first quarter of 2016.
(6 sightings)
The Sibuye female and her two cubs were seen together on the 7th just east of Mlowathi Dam. On the
15th and 16th, the male cub of the Sibuye female was seen alone in the Nwana Nonantshemeni donga
north of the old borehole. The Sibuye female reunited with both cubs on the 17th in the same area
that the male cub had been viewed on the previous two days. A week went by before the trio were
seen with a duiker kill near Tslebe Rocks on the 24th. The final sighting of the month was of just the
Sibuye female as she had an interaction with her elder sister, the Emsagweni female on the 25th. The
females were roaring, scent marking and following one another near Boessi open area. The interaction
ended abruptly when both females ran off in different directions when the Torchwood male lion
appeared on the scene.
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THE TEARDROP FEMALE
10 YEARS 6 MONTHS
CENTRAL & SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
Daughter of the Jakkalsdraai femaleᶧ, independent in early 2013.
Mother of the Xivindzi, Xivati, Daughter of the Teardrop female, and the Mister’s Koppies
male.
(0 sightings)
Another month goes by with no sightings of the Teardrop female.
THE XIVINDZI FEMALE
3 YEARS 10 MONTHS
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
Daughter of the Teardrop female, independent mid-2018.
(0 sightings)
The Xivindzi female was not seen this month.
MALE LEOPARDS
THE MAXIM’S MALE
± 6 YEARS 2 MONTH
WESTERN FLOCKFIEL
First seen on MalaMala Game Reserve in early 2019.
(11 sightings)
October was yet another great month of viewing the Maxim’s male. The guiding team enjoyed
consistent sightings of this dominant male throughout the month. Although the Maxim’s male still has
his days when he does not want our attention, he has days when he is a spectacular leopard to view.
On the 1st he was observed with the Nkoveni female around the windsock. On the 4th, 5th and 6th he
was seen around the bridge in the company of the Nkoveni female on the 4th and the Plaque Rock
female on the 5th. On the 12th he was in the sand River at the old Flockfield camp. We are starting to
see this male more regularly on the eastern bank of the Sand River, a sure sign he is looking to expand
his territory along the Matshapiri River as the Accipiter male starts to age. On the 16th he was seen
near buffalo pans. He was around West Street pans on the 17th before spending time around the old
Flockfield camp and Flockfield boma crossing on the 21st and 23rd. From here he went north and was
seen as far north as the parking bay on the 24th and at the Ngoboswaan breakfast spot on the 29th.
THE ACCIPITER MALE
± 10 YEARS 2 MONTHS
EASTERN & CENTRAL MALAMALA & FLOCKFIELD
First seen on MalaMala Game Reserve in late 2015.
(2 sightings)
The allusive Accipiter male was seen for the first time in several months. On the 3rd we had a brief
sighting of him along Terminalia road west of Matshapiri open area. On the 26th he was again seen
briefly, this time in the Tamboti thickets.
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THE 3:2 SON OF THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE
2 YEARS 11 MONTHS
NOMADIC (southwestern Eyrefield and eastern Marthly)
Independent late 2019.
(7 sightings)
It was a good start of the month of viewing this young male. On the 1st and 2nd, he had an impala kill
near loop in new firebreak and on the 3rd he was at Fred’s tree. A few days passed before he was found
in the company of four hyena’s that were after his impala kill near Senegal bush on the 8th and 9th. A
couple of weeks passed before he was found scent marking in the area of buffalo bush dam on the
17th. Could it be that his brother the 3:3 son of the Emsagweni female has come out on top for the
productive area around Campbell Koppies and Piccadilly pans and resulting in this young male moving
back’ home’? Maybe not has he was seen at Mlowathi Koppies in the 22nd.
THE 3:3 SON OF THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE
NOMADIC (Marthly and western Eyrefield)
Independent late 2019.
(9 sightings)

2 YEARS 11 MONTHS

The 3:3 son of the Emsagweni female was first seen on the 3rd at Emsagwen waterhole where he was
having an altercation with the younger 2:1 male we’ve seen in this area of late. The remaining eight
sightings were all in the area we’ve come accustomed to seeing this young male. On the 9th he was
near Mlowathi Koppies. He was around Piccadilly pans on the 13th. Then we viewed him for four
straight days from the 15th – 18th at the quarry east of Fred’s tree where he had an adult impala male
kill. On the 26th and 27th, he was around Pedro’s pub with a bushbuck kill.
THE SPLIT ROCK MALE
6 YEARS 4 MONTHS
CHARLESTON
Son of the Ostrich Koppies femaleᶧ, independent latter half of 2015.
(3 sightings)
The Split Rock male was viewed on three occasions during October. The first sighting of the dominant
male in Charleston was on the 18th at Calabash crossing. A week went by before he was seen just a
little north from his previous position when he was at Trollip’s hippo pools on the 25th. On the 31st he
was on the eastern bank of the Sand River opposite Trollip’s camp where the Tengile female had had
a zebra foal kill the previous day. Possibly, he came across her and her kill during the night and stolen
it from her.

Compiled by the Rangers of MalaMala Game Reserve

Other leopards encountered:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Plaque Rock female was seen on seven occasions this month; on the airstrip (3rd), at
Kikilezihash crossing with the Maxim’s male (5th), fighting with the Three Rivers female on
the airstrip on the night of the 6th, had a bushbuck kill stolen from her by the ‘Marthly
Nervous’ male at Sandpit crossing (24th), old airstrip (26th & 27th) and on the Old airstrip
again on the 29th with an impala kill that was also stolen from her, this time by the Flat Rock
male.
The ‘Nervous Marthly’ male was seen three times this month; at the causeway (7th), at noname drift (23rd) and he stole the Plaque Rock female’s bushbuck kill at Sand Pit crossing on
the 24th.
The Inyathini male was seen once this month at Kapen open area on the 9th.
The Flat Rock male was viewed at Bicycle crossing (1st), Mlowathi spot (14th) and on the old
airstrip on the 29th where he stole the Plaque Rock female’s impala kill.
2:1 male – Emsagwen waterhole with 3:3 Son of the Emsagweni female on the 3rd and at the
same water source on the 23rd.
Son of the Flockfield female was seen once on the 7th at Pumphouse pans.
The 4:4 Daughter of the Sibuye female has started to spend a lot more time in and around
the Mlowathi River south of Mlowathi dam and north of Campbell Koppies. On the 8th she
was just south of Mlowathi dam, she was at Mlowathi pans on the 13th and in the Mlowathi
River south of Mlowathi dam on the 20th. She has been observed scent marking in this area.
With her spending a lot more time south of the Gowrie Boundary and starting to establish
territory in the area mentioned above, we may look at naming her in the next month or so.
A male and female were seen briefly in the reeds at West street bridge on the 9th.
No id male on the 10th old airstrip (Maxim’s)
Leopard in the reeds at bicycle crossing on the 16th
Nweti male – Rock drift donga confluence sand river (20th), Charleston north crossing on the
28th, Sand River south of the Rock Drift donga (30th)
A no ID male was seen at bicycle crossing on the 22nd.
An unfamiliar male was seen at Mamba waterhole on the 26th.
The Daughter of the Teardrop female was seen in the area of Jakkalsdraai open area on the
26th and 28th.
A no ID male as observed at Senegal Bush on the 28th.
The Finfoot female was seen for the first time on MalaMala Game Reserve around
MalaMala camp on the 29th.
An unknown male with a 2:2 spot pattern was seen on the Charleston Flockfield boundary
around Zebra Skull on the 30th.
The Tengile female was seen opposite Trollip’s camp on the 30th with a zebra foal kill.
A male that wasn’t identifiable was around Stwise on the 31st.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED

31 (5 cubs)
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CHEETAH

A female cheetah and her two sub-adult cubs were seen on four back-to-back days as they moved
through in the northern parts of Eyrefield. On the 17th & 18th, the three were viewed in Clarendon
open area. On the 19th they’d moved south and west to Wild Dog Rocks open area. The following day
they’d continued their westerly movement and were found north of the old borehole in Eyrefield.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED

3

CAPE HUNTING DOGS

Cape hunting dogs were viewed in 11 sightings in October. Sightings of this endangered species were
scattered across the entire reserve. Six of the 11 sightings were of the Pungwe pack (7 adults and 11
pups) with this pack moving from Campbell Koppies all the way south to Jakkalsdraai open area. The
remaining five sightings were of individuals we weren’t able to confirm a pack ID, chances are, many
of these sightings were of members from the Pungwe pack.

TOTAL NUMBER OF CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED

>18

CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS

With the early rains, this month, we saw a decrease in sightings of elephants and Cape buffalo. We
recorded 107 sightings of elephants, of which 91 were of herds. With more water spread out across
the reserve, elephants weren’t forced to congregate around the Sand River. Cape buffalo were
recorded in 39 sightings this month, of which 13 were of herds.

OTHER SIGHTINGS OF INTEREST

•

A pangolin was at Piccadilly pans on the 5th.

•
•

African wild cats and honey badgers were seen several times across the reserve.
Three porcupines were found on the 30th near sand Pit crossing.

•

The black-backed jackal den site in Mlowathi open area is once again active, with two pups.
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