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THE MONTH’S WEATHER SUMMARY
Temperature
Celsius (°C)

Fahrenheit (°F)

Actual

Average

Maximum

43

34

Minimum

18

22

Actual

Average

Maximum

109.4

93.2

Minimum

64.4

71.6

Rainfall
Millimeters

Inches

Days of rain

45mm

1.8

7

TOTAL SIGHTINGS
Lion

87

Leopard

97

Elephant

152

Buffalo

67

Cheetah

7

Cape hunting dog

25

KILL STATS
Lion

4 impala, 2 buffalo, 1 zebra, 1, waterbuck.

Leopard

19 impala, 1 nyala, 1 duiker.

Cheetah

No recorded kills.

Cape hunting dog

9 impala, 2 kudu, 1 steenbok.

2
Compiled by the rangers of MalaMala Game Reserve

*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS
LIONS:
THE KAMBULA PRIDE = 19
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
2 CUBS
5 CUBS

± 5 YEARS 9 MONTHS
± 5 YEARS 6 MONTHS
6 MONTHS
5 MONTHS
4 MONTHS
3 MONTHS

MALAMALA, WESTERN FLOCKFIELD
(50 sightings)
The Kambula pride’s sightings tally grew exponentially over the last few months but it is finally starting
to return to normal. The cubs are older now and so the lionesses are spending more and more time
together again, as a unit. It is quite a spectacle to see 19 lions together and even more so when the
Gowrie males are present. All 22 were seen together twice towards the end of the month and that is
truly a sight to behold.
These lion cubs have made for memorable sightings lately with some of our more seasoned rangers
calling them ‘career highlights’. Seeing so many playful and demanding youngsters together is beyond
special. You may have noticed that we no longer mention one litter of ‘2+ CUBS’. We are not quite sure
what happened to this litter but after a lengthy absence it is safe to assume that they are no longer with
us.
The Kambula pride was viewed with a total of six kills during December. Two large kills, a zebra on the
14th and a waterbuck on the 30th, as well as four impala. The impala lambing season was in full swing and
the lions probably caught dozens of the young antelope and dispatched of them swiftly. All 13 cubs are
now consuming meat so the six lionesses are going to have their work cut out providing for the
youngsters.
The three Gowrie males were seen with these lionesses and their cubs on a regular basis, including at
the aforementioned ‘large kills’. They were also seen mating with one of the lionesses at the beginning
of the month.
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THE STYX PRIDE = 11
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 CUBS
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
EYREFIELD
(11 sightings)

15 YEARS 11 MONTHS
10 YEARS 11 MONTHS
7 YEARS 11 MONTHS
2 YEARS 2 MONTHS
1 YEAR 10 MONTHS
1 YEAR 5 MONTHS

The most interesting topic of debate last month revolved around the movements of the Styx pride but
they have since settled back into a more familiar routine. However, their recent southward territorial
shift is still in effect and they never entered the northern half of Eyrefield. Sightings were mostly
scattered across the breadth of the reserve from the Manyeleti River to Fourways Open Area.
On the 1st we found the Styx pride with a buffalo kill in the Mhlabatini Donga and we watched them kill
an impala on the 28th.
In general the last 2 years weren’t easy for the Styx pride with several coalitions competing for
dominance in the area while drought-induced mange killed off 3 litters. In fact, the youngest lioness
(now a mother herself) was a member of the last litter to be successfully raised to independence! The
Gowrie males have brought stability to the pride and although their attentions have been squarely
focused on the Kambula pride, their presence has (so far) been enough to keep other males at bay.
Mange is still present in the pride but the lions appear to be on the road to recovery. The Styx pride has
already stood the test of time and we’re optimistic that they’ll keep on standing for years to come.
THE EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
CHARLESTON
(3 sightings)

11 YEARS 6 MONTHS
6 YEARS 10 MONTHS

The two lionesses from one of our longest serving prides continue to spend their time in the southern
parts of Charleston.
They were viewed with a buffalo kill on the 18th at KK Crossing. For the time being it seems that the two
Avoca males are the lionesses’ only hope at restoring the pride to the formidable force that it once was.
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THE MARTHLY PRIDE = 1
1 ADULT FEMALE
MARTHLY, MALAMALA
(1 sighting)

5 YEARS 6 MONTHS

The last surviving member of the Marthly pride was only viewed during November. Reports from our
western neighbours indicate that she spends most of her time along the Sand River just west of Marthly.
THE FOURWAYS PRIDE = 6
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 MALE CUBS
2 FEMALE CUBS
1 YOUNG MALE
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)

UNKNOWN AGE
3 YEARS 1 MONTH
3 YEARS 1 MONTH
UNKNOWN AGE

This enigmatic pride was viewed once in December, north of the Windmill in eastern Flockfield. The
young male who had recently been adopted into the pride was absent.
THE GOWRIE MALES = 3
1 ADULT MALE
± 8 YEARS
2 ADULT MALES
± 7 YEARS
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA - DOMINANT OVER THE STYX PRIDE AND THE KAMBULA PRIDE
First encounter: September 2015.
(28 sightings)
The Gowrie males continue to spend most of their time with the Kambula pride and their new wave of
cubs. They have not been seen with other prides (barring the Marthly lioness) in ages but are technically
still dominant over the Styx, Torchwood and Nkuhuma prides with whom they have sired offspring.
These lions all occupy land within the northern half of the Gowrie males’ territory and haven’t yet been
seriously impacted by the lack of protection from their dominant coalition. We will see how long that
lasts.
The fourth male, the one with the prominent scar under his eye, hasn’t been seen on MalaMala since
the middle of last year prompting cause for concern. Unconfirmed reports in July suggested that he was
in the Manyeleti Game Reserve to our north but we’ve heard nothing since. We now believe that he has
most likely died, therefore we have removed him from the game reports as of this month.
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THE AVOCA MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(2 sightings)

± 5 YEARS 10 MONTHS

This up-and-coming coalition was viewed on two occasions in Charleston this month.
THE CHARLESTON MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

7 YEARS 7 MONTHS

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.
Other Lions Encountered:
•

The Sand River pride (1 sighting): This pride of four females and 10 cubs was seen south of
Charleston Rock on the 31st.

•

The Nkuhuma pride and a Talamati male (1 sighting): Four of the lionesses were found along
Inkanyi Road. A young male, known by our northern neighbours as a member from the Talamati
male coalition, was with them again.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LIONS ENCOUNTERED

62 (31 cubs)

LEOPARDS:
THE PICCADILLY FEMALE
MALE CUB

5 YEARS
1 YEAR

WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(17 sightings)
This mother and cub have, for the better part of a year, been our most viewed leopards. This has
afforded us the privilege of regular and intimate observations into their lives. The youngster is almost as
big as his mother now and she has her work cut out trying to provide for him.
The Piccadilly female was seen mating with the Senegal Bush male on two occasions. It is not
uncommon to see a female leopard that has dependent offspring ‘mate’ with a male in an attempt to
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lure him away from her cub(s), whether the male is the father or not. However it was rather odd in this
case as the Senegal Bush male has already spent a lot of time with the Piccadilly female and her cub as
well as with the cub alone. She probably has her reasons.
The mother and cub were seen together on five occasions, the female was alone on seven and the cub
was alone on five.
THE ISLAND FEMALE
5 YEARS 10 MONTHS
2 CUBS
4 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN AND CENTRAL MALAMALA
Daughter of the Tamboti female, independent first quarter of 2015
(20 sightings)
When looking back at the month of December and recalling the memories to consciousness we find that
a certain few images race to the front of the mind. Among the most memorable of sightings (arguably
the most memorable of them all) are those of the Island female and her two cubs. They were all viewed
together on 17 of the 20 sightings as the trio provided us with sensational game viewing.
They spent most of their time along the banks of the Matshapiri River, south of Matshapiri Open Area
Crossing and in the Hogvaal Donga where we viewed these leopards with 10 impala kills.
An interesting altercation was witnessed on December 6th. Here is an extract from our daily sightings
report for that day:
“Mayhem broke out whilst viewing the Island female and her cubs yesterday as an unsuspecting cub of
the Lookout female wandered into the area. A full on fight ensued as the mother leopard went on the
offence. Let’s just say the youngster will be avoiding that area in future.”
The Island female has yet to successfully raise a litter of cubs after several failed attempts. This current
litter is the closest she’s come and although they’re still a long was from gaining independence; we’re
holding our thumbs.
THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE

9 YEARS

MALE CUB
FEMALE CUB
MALAMALA
(11 sightings)

1 YEAR
1 YEAR

There was a significant increase in sightings of these three leopards in December. Both cubs are healthy
and growing quickly. With a bit of luck over the next six months this could finally be the first litter that

7
Compiled by the rangers of MalaMala Game Reserve

the Emsagweni female will raise to independence.
All three were seen together on three occasions, the mother was seen on her alone four times and so
were the cubs. They were found with an impala kill on the 12th.
THE LOOKOUT FEMALE
8 YEARS 10 MONTHS
FEMALE CUB
1 YEAR 2 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, NORTHERN CHARLESTON
(9 sightings)
Sightings of these two leopards were up from last month but have not been as regular as when the cub
was younger. It appears that the female is now settling back into her normal routine and covering a lot
more of her large territory.
The female cub of the Lookout female is doing well and we suspect that she’ll become independent
within the next few months but there was one ‘hiccup’ on the 6th – this was mentioned under the Island
female’s section of this report.
Both leopards were seen together twice, the mother was viewed alone four times and the cub was
found on her own three times.
THE THREE RIVERS FEMALE
2 YEARS 8 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, orphaned on May 22nd, 2017
(13 sightings)
This young survivor has been spending more and more time in the Tamboti Thickets of late. She was
viewed with four kills, all of them impala.
THE SIBUYE FEMALE
5 YEARS
1 CUBS
1 YEAR
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(0 sightings)
There were no sightings of these leopards on our reserve this month.
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THE DAUGHTER OF THE TAMBOTI FEMALE
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Orphaned in mid-2018
(2 sightings)

1 YEAR 2 MONTHS

There was and sharp and ominous decline in sightings of this orphaned young female in November
during which she was only seen once. It took until the 22nd before we laid eyes on her this month. She
was seen once again after that – both sightings were in the vicinity of Princess Alice Pans.
THE FLOCKFIELD FEMALE
FEMALE CUB

14 YEARS 8 MONTHS
1 YEAR 11 MONTHS

EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)
The Flockfield female is one of our more seldom seen leopards so we’ll take whatever sightings we get.
She was seen with an impala kill along the banks of the Tjellahanga River on the 9th.
THE TEARDROP FEMALE
FEMALE DAUGHTER

8 YEARS 8 MONTHS
2 YEARS

FEMALE DAUGHTER
2 YEARS
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
(3 sightings)
Both daughters gained independence in June 2018.
The Teardrop female was seen twice this month and one of her daughters was viewed once.
THE NDZILO FEMALE
5 YEARS 11 MONTHS
FEMALE CUB
1 YEAR 8 MONTHS
SOUTHWESTERN CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)
The daughter reached independence in October 2018.
There were no sightings of these leopards on our reserve this month.
THE SENEGAL BUSH MALE
6 YEARS 3 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY, WESTERN MALAMALA
Brother of the Quarantine male leopard from the North
(11 sightings)
The Senegal Bush male continues to ‘punch above his weight’ and remains in control of prime territory.
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He was seen mating with the Piccadilly female twice and we found him with a duiker kill on the 7th.
THE ACCIPITER MALE
EASTERN MALAMALA, EASTERN FLOCKFIELD

± 8 YEARS 4 MONTHS

(3 sightings)
The Accipiter male continues to maintain a low profile despite the fact that his entire territory falls
within our boundaries. He was first viewed on the 17th.
THE SPLIT ROCK MALE
FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON

4 YEARS 6 MONTHS

Son of the Ostrich Koppies female, independent latter half of 2015
(4 sightings)
If the West Street male has died, which appears to be the case, then this impressive young male is nicely
poised to seize control of the territory along with its territorial females.
THE INYATINI MALE
MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD

± 10 YEARS 5 MONTHS

(0 sightings)
There were no sightings of this leopard on our reserve this month.
THE WEST STREET MALE
CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

9 YEARS 8 MONTHS

There were no sightings of this leopard on our reserve this month.
Other leopards encountered:
•

The Ntsumi female was viewed in southwestern Charleston on the 13th.

•

The Flat Rock male was seen in Marthly on the 9th.

•

The Nkoveni female was found along Track to Matumi Rocks.

•

An unidentified female was spotted near Stwise on the 24th.

•

Two unidentified individuals were briefly seen west of our airstrip.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED

24 (6 cubs)
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CHEETAH
We enjoyed more regular sightings of cheetah this month. A lone male was seen on the 4th and the 5th,
three young males were spotted on the 23rd and a young male on the 26th, the 27th and the 28th.
Unfortunately the month did not end well for the latter… A bad injury was visible on one of its back legs.
A consultation was then had with a vet from the Kruger National Park and a vet from the private sector
who both recommended that we put the animal down. We decided to get a ‘first hand’ opinion and
darted the cheetah in order to closely inspect if the injury was treatable or not. However, the damage
was far too extensive and rehabilitation was not going to be possible. We thus administered a lethal
injection of pentobarbital (drug used to put dogs to sleep). The carcass was buried after that.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED

5

CAPE HUNTING DOGS
2018 proved to be an exceptional year for sightings of our most endangered carnivores, south of the
Sahara. Here is an extract from last months report:
“We consider ourselves very fortunate to enjoy relatively regular sightings of Cape hunting dogs on
MalaMala. In fact, over the last few months, sightings have been even more frequent than usual. We
recorded 22 sightings in September, an impressive 39 in October and an impressive 23 sightings in
November.”
25 sightings of our most endangered carnivore were recorded this month. All in all we saw five different
backs totalling a whopping 49 individuals.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED

49

CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS
There were a total of 152 elephant sightings and 67 buffalo sightings. 2018 was probably the worst year
in recent MalaMala memory as far a buffalo sightings are concerned as these bovines struggle to
recover from the drought of 2016. However, December’s tally beat November’s by 15 sightings and we
hope this proves to be a good omen as we head into the new year. The number of elephant sightings is a
conservative one with the true figure probably being closer to the 200 mark.
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OTHER INTERESTING SIGHTINGS
•

•
•
•

Sable antelope sightings aren’t normally recorded in December so we were pleasantly surprised
to have enjoyed two! Two females were seen at West Street Bridge at the beginning of the
month and a herd of seven that included an impressive bull was viewed in the same area
towards the end of the month.
An African Rock Python killed an impala on the 6th.
A serval was seen along the Kapen River on the 11th.
We watched a wildebeest give birth, from start to finish, near Wild Dog Rocks Open Area.
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