Game Report

MalaMala Game Reserve
November 2018
“One of the ﬁrst condi ons of happiness is that the link between man
and nature shall not be broken.” - Leo Tolstoy.
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THE MONTH’S WEATHER SUMMARY
Temperature
Celsius (°C)

Fahrenheit (°F)

Actual

Average

Maximum

39

28.9

Minimum

15

17.4

Actual

Average

Maximum

102.2

84

Minimum

59

63.3

Rainfall
Millimeters

Inches

Days of rain

20.8

0.8

3

TOTAL SIGHTINGS
Lion

118

Leopard

102

Elephant

161

Buffalo

50

Cheetah

3

Cape hunting dog

23

KILL STATS
Lion

6 nyala, 5 impala, 3 buffalo, 2 zebra, 1 kudu, 1 Cape hunting dog.

Leopard

22 impala, 4 bushbuck, 2 monkey, 1 zebra, 1 nyala, 1 kudu.

Cheetah

No recorded kills.

Cape hunting dog

6 impala.
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS
LIONS:
THE KAMBULA PRIDE = 21+
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
2 CUBS
2+ CUBS
5 CUBS
MALAMALA, WESTERN FLOCKFIELD
(78 sightings)

± 5 YEARS 8 MONTHS
± 5 YEARS 5 MONTHS
5 MONTHS
4 MONTHS
3 MONTHS
3 MONTHS
2 MONTHS

We started September’s report with; “Sightings of the Kambula pride have increased for the fourth
month running!” Well, make that five as October’s tally beat last month’s by a whopping 16 sightings!
This increase was largely due to a new litter of five cubs that was born to our west but has since moved
onto our reserve.
All these lion cubs have made for truly memorable sightings lately with some of our more seasoned
rangers calling them ‘career highlights’. Seeing so many playful and demanding youngsters together is
beyond special. We had regular sightings of 13 cubs, mostly along the Sand River in-between Maxim’s
Lookout and Confluence Crossing. You may have noticed that we still mention one litter of ‘2+ CUBS’.
We are not quite sure what has happened to this litter and if they are even still alive.
The prevailing dry conditions have boded well for a pride with many hungry mouths to feed. While
compiling this report in the first few days of December the Sand River started to flow again for the first
time in months but for the duration of the month in question there were only isolated pools of water
within its banks. The lions didn’t have to travel far in search of food. Instead they have just focused their
attentions around the drinking spots. They were recorded with ten kills this month: five nyala, three
impala, one kudu, one kudu and one zebra. The actual total is probably much higher as these lionesses
are mostly targeting small to medium sized antelope, which they can kill and consume within a short
period of time.
The three Gowrie males were seen with these lionesses and their cubs on a regular basis. They were also
seen mating with one of the lionesses on several occasions.
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THE STYX PRIDE = 11
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALES
2 CUBS
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
NORTHERN EYREFIELD
(9 sightings)

15 YEARS 10 MONTHS
10 YEARS 10 MONTHS
7 YEARS 10 MONTHS
2 YEARS 1 MONTH
1 YEAR 9 MONTHS
1 YEAR 4 MONTHS

Arguably the most interesting topic of debate this month revolved around the movements of the Styx
pride. Last month we reported that they seemed to be pushing further south but we didn’t quite expect
them to move as far south as they did this month. In fact we were almost in disbelief!
On the 15th they were found at Elephant Slide Crossing, which is just south of Rattray’s Camp and deep
in Kambula pride territory. On the 18th they were at New Rocks, then midway along the Charleston
Flockfield Boundary on the 19th and back at Elephant Slide Crossing on the 20th. It was only a matter of
time until they came in contact with other lions and indeed contact was made on the 24th, in front of
MalaMala Camp. Here is an extract from our daily sightings report for that day:
“Given the seemingly random movements of the Styx pride recently they were bound to run into other
lions at some stage and indeed this was the case on Friday night. The pride was left in the Sand River
close to MalaMala Camp when, just before dinner, the unmistakable sound of lions fighting erupted from
their last position. Unfortunately by the time we got out there it was too late and we were left to
speculate as to what transpired.” - 24th November.
Upon reflection we believe that one of the lionesses from the Kambula pride stumbled upon them and a
fight ensued, after which she escaped.
On the 30th we found the Styx pride with a buffalo kill in the Mhlabatini Donga. All eleven members
were accounted for and none appeared to have sustained any serious injuries during the encounter on
the 24th.
The Styx pride killed a young Cape hunting dog on the 12th.
In general the last 2 years weren’t easy for the Styx pride with several coalitions competing for
dominance in the area while drought-induced mange killed off 3 litters. In fact, the youngest lioness
(now a mother herself) was a member of the last litter to be successfully raised to independence! The
Gowrie males have brought stability to the pride and although their attentions have been squarely
focused on the Kambula pride, their presence has (so far) been enough to keep other males at bay.
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Mange is still present in the pride but the lions appear to be on the road to recovery. The Styx pride has
already stood the test of time and we’re optimistic that they’ll keep on standing for years to come.
THE EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
CHARLESTON
(4 sightings)

11 YEARS 5 MONTHS
6 YEARS 9 MONTHS

The two lionesses from one of our longest serving prides continue to spend their time in the southern
parts of Charleston.
They were viewed with the Avoca males on the 17th. For the time being it seems that these two males
are the lionesses’ only hope at restoring the pride to the formidable force that it once was.
THE MARTHLY PRIDE = 1
1 ADULT FEMALE
MARTHLY, MALAMALA
(0 sightings)

5 YEARS 5 MONTHS

The last surviving member of the Marthly pride was not viewed during November. Reports from our
western neighbours say that she is well and spends most of her time along the Sand River just west of
Marthly.
THE FOURWAYS PRIDE = 6
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 MALE CUBS
2 FEMALE CUBS
1 YOUNG MALE
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD
(0 sightings)

UNKNOWN AGE
3 YEARS
3 YEARS
UNKNOWN AGE

There were no recorded sightings of this pride during November.
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THE GOWRIE MALES = 4
1 ADULT MALE
± 7 YEARS 11 MONTHS
3 ADULT MALES
± 6 YEARS 11 MONTHS
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA - DOMINANT OVER THE STYX PRIDE AND THE KAMBULA PRIDE
First encounter: September 2015.
(39 sightings)
The Gowrie males continue to spend most of their time with the Kambula pride and their new wave of
cubs. It has been amusing to see, with the increase in cubs, how these males have gradually increased
the distance that they lay down away from the lionesses when the cubs are present. Who can blame
them?
The Gowrie males have not been seen with other prides (barring the Marthly lioness) in ages but are
technically still dominant over the Styx, Torchwood and Nkuhuma prides with whom they have sired
offspring. These lions all occupy land within the northern half of the Gowrie males’ territory and haven’t
yet been seriously impacted by the lack of protection from their dominant coalition. We will see how
long that lasts.
We viewed these males feeding on four kills this month: 1 zebra, 2 impala and a nyala.
The fourth male, the one with the prominent scar under his eye, is still absent. He hasn’t been seen on
MalaMala since May prompting cause for concern. Unconfirmed reports in July suggested that he was in
the Manyeleti Game Reserve to our north but we’ve heard nothing since.
THE AVOCA MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES

± 5 YEARS 9 MONTHS

CHARLESTON
(4 sightings)
This up-and-coming coalition was viewed on four occasions in Charleston this month. They killed a
buffalo on the 8th and were seen with the Eyrefield pride on the 17th.
THE CHARLESTON MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

7 YEARS 6 MONTHS

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.
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Other Lions Encountered:
•

The Torchwood pride (1 sighting): Two lionesses from this pride were found trailing a herd of
buffalo in eastern Eyrefield on the 22nd.

•

The Nkuhuma pride and a Talamati male (1 sighting): Six pride members were found trailing a
herd of buffalo in eastern Eyrefield on the 23rd. A young male, known by our northern
neighbours as a member from the Talamati male coalition, was with them.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LIONS ENCOUNTERED

47 (21 cubs)

LEOPARDS:
THE PICCADILLY FEMALE
MALE CUB

4 YEARS 11 MONTHS
11 MONTHS

WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(23 sightings)
This mother and cub have, for the better part of a year, been our most viewed leopards. This has
afforded us the privilege of regular and intimate observations into their lives. The youngster is almost as
big as his mother now and she has her work cutout trying to provide for him. We viewed them feeding
on five kills this month including 3 impalas and a young waterbuck and a very young klipspringer.
The Piccadilly female was seen mating with the Senegal Bush male on the 21st and the 24th. It is not
uncommon to see a female leopard that has dependent offspring ‘mate’ with a male in an attempt to
lure him away from her cub(s), whether the male is the father or not. However it was rather odd in this
case as the Senegal Bush male has already spent a lot of time with the Piccadilly female and her cub as
well as with the cub alone. She probably has her reasons.
THE ISLAND FEMALE
5 YEARS 9 MONTHS
2 CUBS
3 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN AND CENTRAL MALAMALA
Daughter of the Tamboti female, independent first quarter of 2015
(21 sightings)
Before we get started with this month let us quickly recall some of what was written in October:
“Then trouble struck on the 5th when we approached their den and were greeted by another female
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leopard… the Lookout female. She was sniffing around the crevices in the rocks where the cubs normally
hide out. Although we never actually saw her kill a cub there were no further sightings of them for the
entire month and their fate remains unknown. We did see the Island female on several occasions after
the aforementioned incident but we couldn’t confirm whether or not she was still being suckled on. She
was however still lactating, although leopards have been known to continue producing milk for a couple
weeks after losing a litter.” - October 5th.
We can now confirm that two of the Island female’s cubs are still alive! This was discovered on the 1st
when we found her with two cubs and an impala kill south of Matshapiri Open Area Crossing. All three
leopards were viewed regularly for the rest of the month, switching between a den in the Hogvaal
Donga and the prominent rocks south of Matshapiri Open Area Crossing.
The Island female has yet to successfully raise a litter of cubs after several failed attempts. This current
litter is the closest she’s come and although they’re still a long was from gaining independence; we’re
holding our thumbs.
We saw the Island female with six kills this month, all impalas.
THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE

8 YEARS 11 MONTHS

MALE CUB
FEMALE CUB
MALAMALA
(3 sightings)

11 MONTHS
11 MONTHS

These three leopards were only viewed on three occasions this month but both cubs appear to be
healthy. They were found with an impala kill on the 18th, south of Pat’s Drift Koppies.
THE LOOKOUT FEMALE
8 YEARS 9 MONTHS
FEMALE CUB
1 YEAR 1 MONTH
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, NORTHERN CHARLESTON
(6 sightings)
Sightings of these two leopards have not been as regular as when the cub was younger. It appears that
the female is now settling back into her normal routine and covering a lot more territory. This means
that sightings will probably remain few and far between. There were two sightings in particular this
month that were noteworthy: Both leopards were found with two bushbuck kills on the 5th and by the
following day the ‘buffet’ included a third bushbuck, an impala and a nyala!
The female cub of the Lookout female is doing well and we suspect that she’ll become independent
within the next two months.
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THE THREE RIVERS FEMALE
2 YEARS 7 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, orphaned on May 22nd, 2017
(11 sightings)
This young survivor has been spending more and more time in the Tamboti Thickets of late. One of the
sightings saw her on the receiving end of a fight with an unidentified female near Rattray’s Camp. She
was viewed with four kills, all of them impala, and the Inyathini male joined her at one of those kills.
THE SIBUYE FEMALE
1 CUBS

4 YEARS 11 MONTHS
11 MONTHS

WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(3 sightings)
Last month we received the unfortunate news from our northern neighbours that one of the Sibuye
female’s cubs was killed. We viewed the mother and her surviving cub with two impala kills; one the 1st
and another on the 19th.
THE CUB OF THE TAMBOTI FEMALE
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Orphaned in mid-2018
(1 sighting)

1 YEAR 1 MONTH

There was and sharp and ominous decline in sightings of this orphaned young female in November. She
was only seen once and that was west of our airstrip.
THE FLOCKFIELD FEMALE
FEMALE CUB
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)

14 YEARS 7 MONTHS
1 YEAR 10 MONTHS

The Flockfield female is one of our more seldom seen leopards so we’ll take whatever sightings we get.
She was seen mating with the Split Rock male on the 1st. So we can now safely assume that her cub has
reached independence.
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THE TEARDROP FEMALE
FEMALE DAUGHTER
FEMALE DAUGHTER
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON

8 YEARS 7 MONTHS
1 YEAR 11 MONTHS
1 YEAR 11 MONTHS

(0 sightings)
There were no sightings of these leopards on our reserve this month.
THE NDZILO FEMALE
FEMALE CUB
SOUTHWESTERN CHARLESTON

5 YEARS 10 MONTHS
1 YEAR 7 MONTHS

(8 sightings)
Both leopards were viewed separately this month and we can now confirm that the cub of the Ndzilo
female has reached independence and will now be referred to as the ‘daughter’ of the Ndzilo female.
The mother was viewed on seven occasions this month. She was seen with an impala kill on the 8th and a
Vervet monkey kill on the 15th. Her daughter was only found on the 1st and she had an impala kill.
THE SENEGAL BUSH MALE

6 YEARS 2 MONTHS

EYREFIELD, MARTHLY, MALAMALA
Brother of the Quarantine male leopard from the North
(9 sightings)
The Senegal Bush male continues to ‘punch above his weight’ and remains in control of prime territory.
We found him with a Vervet monkey kill on the 24th and we also watched him ‘mate’ with the Piccadilly
female on the 21st and the 24th.
THE INYATINI MALE
MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD
(1 sighting)

± 10 YEARS 4 MONTHS

There was only one sighting of the Inyatini male this month. It took place on the 4th when he joined the
Three Rivers female at her impala kill.
THE WEST STREET MALE
CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

9 YEARS 7 MONTHS

There were no recorded sightings of this male on our reserve.
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THE ACCIPITER MALE
MALAMALA
(3 sightings)

± 8 YEARS 3 MONTHS

The Accipiter male continues to maintain a low profile despite the fact that his entire territory falls
within our boundaries.
THE SPLIT ROCK MALE
4 YEARS 5 MONTHS
FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON
Son of the Ostrich Koppies female, independent latter half of 2015
(5 sightings)
If the West Street male has indeed died then this impressive young male is nicely poised to seize control
of the territory along with its territorial females. The Split Rock male was seen mating with the Flockfield
female on the 1st. He was also found with an impala kill on the 4th.
Other leopards encountered:
•

The Nweti male was seen on three occasions in Charleston. Sightings of him are becoming more
regular and we are expecting to see even more of this male in the future as he strives to
establish himself territorially. We watched him mate with the Ntsumi female on the 15th.

•

The Flat Rock male was seen twice in Marthly.

•

An unidentified female was spotted near Hyena Waterhole.

•

Another unidentified female was involved in a physical confrontation with the Three Rivers
female near Rattray’s Camp.
TOTAL NUMBER OF LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED

26 (7 cubs)

CHEETAH
The fastest land mammals on earth really left it to the 11th hour before making an appearance this
month. We found three sub adults north and east of Stwise on the 28th and the 29th. We also viewed the
mother with two cubs along Rhino Walk on the 29th.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED

6
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CAPE HUNTING DOGS
We consider ourselves very fortunate to enjoy relatively regular sightings of Cape hunting dogs on
MalaMala. In fact, over the last few months, sightings have been even more frequent than usual. We
recorded 22 sightings in September, an impressive 39 in October and an impressive 23 sightings this
month, comprising of five different packs. The pack of six adults and five pups was viewed at their den in
southwestern Charleston on the first 11 days but they have since moved away. The pack of four adults
and eight pups that we’ve been viewing in the east were seen five times. Bad luck struck on the 12th
when they killed an impala in the Hogvaal Donga. The Styx pride caught them buy surprise and killed one
of the pups. A pack of four adults and four pups was seen on four occasions in the north and we
watched them kill three impala. A pack of seven adults and seven pups was viewed at Charleston North
on the 26th and 27th. A pack of 2 was seen once.
TOTAL NUMBER OF CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED

47

CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS
There were a total of 161 elephant sightings and 50 buffalo sightings. Last month we were delighted to
report an increase in sightings of buffalo herds as the tally had jumped from 15 sightings in September
to 18 in October but they’ve dipped again as only seven sightings of herds were recorded this month.
The dry conditions and lack of rain are not ideal for a species that is still trying to recover from the
drought of 2016.

OTHER INTERESTING SIGHTINGS
•

•
•
•

•

The impala lambing season got underway this month with the first newborn being spotted in
Charleston on the 12th. It will be interesting to see what effect the prevailing ‘El Niño influenced’
conditions will have on these antelope.
The first Woodland Kingfisher was seen near the Windmill on the 14th.
The male Pennant-winged Nightjars are in full breeding plumage. Sightings of the ones on
Northern Side Campbell Koppies have been regular.
The dry conditions continue to draw in Sable antelope from the east! We enjoyed five sightings
of these iconic and rare animals as they frequented the Sand River to quench their thirst. A herd
of seven was seen on the 2nd, a lone bull on the 19th as well as a herd of six, a herd of eight
(including a bull) was viewed on the 27th and 28th.
In October we reported that, for the first time in over a decade, a Narina trogan was viewed on
MalaMala. Well, that same individual was viewed in Rattray’s Camp throughout the month.
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