Game Report

MalaMala Game Reserve
August 2018
“Nature holds the key to our aesthe c, intellectual, cogni ve and
even spiritual sa sfac on.”
- E. O. Wilson.
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THE MONTH’S WEATHER SUMMARY
Temperature
Celsius (°C)

Fahrenheit (°F)

Actual

Average

Maximum

35

28.3

Minimum

10

14.9

Actual

Average

Maximum

95

82.9

Minimum

50

58.8

Rainfall
Millimeters

Inches

Days of rain

6.5

0.3

3

TOTAL SIGHTINGS
Lion

83

Leopard

111

Elephant

170

Buffalo

90

Cheetah

3

Cape hunting dog

11

KILL STATS
Lion

2 buffalo, 1 nyala, 1 waterbuck, 2 impala, 1 wildebeest, 1 kudu.

Leopard

10 impala, 5 duiker, 4 bushbuck, 1 kudu, 4 nyala, 1 cane rat.

Cheetah

0

Cape hunting dog

1 scrub hare.
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS
LIONS:
THE KAMBULA PRIDE = 12
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
MALAMALA, WESTERN FLOCKFIELD
(46 sightings)

± 5 YEARS 5 MONTHS
± 5 YEARS 2 MONTHS
2 MONTHS
1 MONTH

The Kambula pride was the most viewed pride of the month, beating last month’s tally by 13 sightings.
Yet again the Gowrie males accompanied them for the majority of sightings. We’ve enjoyed regular
viewing of the cubs at Maxim’s Lookout and got our second glimpse of the litter that was born in front of
Rattray’s Camp. Here is an extract from our ‘MalaMala Today’ sightings report for that day:
“The Kambula lioness that is denning near Rattray’s Camp killed a kudu in front of the swimming pool! A
little later in the morning, whilst we were viewing a leopard just south of the camp, the lioness appeared
again and this time she was carrying a cub! She took note of the leopard and immediately charged in
with cub-in-mouth! She then placed the cub in a thicket just south of Khaya 8! The unidentified male
leopard had ascended a tree some 50m away and watched the lioness stash away her precious cargo. A
short while after the lioness moved away he came down and made his way into the same thicket. His
search for the cub ended abruptly when the mother returned with another youngster and he was forced
to run away.”
As far as predation goes we only recorded two kills, a large waterbuck bull that was killed by the lioness
that is denning at Maxim’s Lookout as well as the aforementioned kudu bull kill. An increase in sightings
of buffalo herds within their territory did lead to several drawn out interactions but the bovines
successfully thwarted every attempt made by our apex predators. These six young lionesses have only
really experienced hunting weakened buffalo during the recent drought and they’ve come to realize that
a healthy herd is a different kettle of fish altogether. We did however, on several occasions, see them
with full stomachs and fresh blood on their faces. This leads us to assume that their diet this month
consisted mostly of impalas.
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THE EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
CHARLESTON

11 YEARS 2 MONTHS
6 YEARS 6 MONTHS

(5 sightings)
At long last we have good news to report with regard to this tormented pride! The older lioness has
given birth in the Sand River, south of Calabash Crossing! This was confirmed on the 6th. Could this be
the beginning of a comeback? A return to their glory days? Time will tell. As per our own protocols the
area surrounding the den is out of bounds due to the young age of the cubs. These lionesses were also
seen with the Avoca males again and the youngest lioness continues, in vain, to mate with the young
males.

THE STYX PRIDE = 11
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALES
2 CUBS
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
NORTHERN EYREFIELD
(6 sightings)

15 YEARS 7 MONTHS
10 YEARS 7 MONTHS
7 YEARS 7 MONTHS
1 YEAR 10 MONTHS
1 YEAR 6 MONTHS
1 YEAR 1 MONTH

The Styx pride continues to do a fine job of raising their offspring. The majority of sightings this month
were in the northern most sections of our reserve but they were also seen as far south as Campbell
Koppies. It was there that we found them with a wildebeest kill on the 18th and they had a host of hyena
for company. The sighting got even more exciting when, out of the blue, one of the cubs caught a duiker
that was hiding in a nearby bush. The distress calls from the small antelope sent both sets of predators
into a frenzy as chaos erupted with hyenas chasing lions, lions chasing lions and lions chasing hyenas!
The lions came up trumps and their eternal enemies had to settle for what little scraps were eventually
left behind.
In general the last 2 years weren’t easy for the Styx pride with several coalitions competing for
dominance in the area while drought-induced mange killed off 3 litters. In fact, the youngest lioness
(now a mother herself) was a member of the last litter to be successfully raised to independence! The
Gowrie males have brought stability to the pride and although their attentions have been squarely
focused on the Kambula pride, their presence has (so far) been enough to keep other males at bay.
Mange is still present in the pride but the lions appear to be on the road to recovery. The Styx pride has
already stood the test of time and we’re optimistic that they’ll keep on standing for years to come.
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THE MARTHLY PRIDE = 1
1 ADULT FEMALE
MARTHLY, MALAMALA
(2 sightings)

5 YEARS 2 MONTHS

The loneliest lion on MalaMala was only seen twice this month and both sightings were in Marthly. The
odds are severely stacked against this young adult that has only recently witnessed the demise of her
fellow pride members. However, if somehow she pulls through, her story will be the stuff of legends.

THE FOURWAYS PRIDE = 6
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 SUB ADULT FEMALE
2 MALE CUBS
2 FEMALE CUBS
1 YOUNG MALE
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD
(1 sighting)

UNKNOWN AGE
8 YEARS 2 MONTHS
2 YEARS 9 MONTHS
2 YEARS 9 MONTHS
UNKNOWN AGE

After the downfall of the Matshapiri males the Fourways pride all but vanished from our reserve. The
slightest of increase in sightings recently has restored our hope that they will once again become a more
permanent feature on MalaMala. We only viewed them once this month but it was quite the sighting
and it all started with the Torchwood pride! Here is an extract from our ‘MalaMala Today’ sightings
report for that day:
“Clarendon Open Area was the stage where we witnessed a truly dramatic scene play out on Monday.
It all started when the Torchwood pride was found along our northern boundary late in the afternoon.
As darkness fell the large pride moved south and set their sights on 3 buffalo bulls. They ran in and
narrowly missed. The lions then regrouped and moved east into Clarendon Open Area where a large
herd of impalas and zebras had taken refuge for the night. It took the pride 20mins to get into position
after which they successfully executed a hunt, catching an impala ewe. A feeding frenzy ensued but
that was abruptly ended when the Fourways pride, accompanied by a young male, came charging in.
What followed was nothing short of chaos. When the dust eventually settled the Fourways pride
claimed victory as the Torchwood pride reluctantly retreated. We can also confirm that the adult
lioness from the Fourways pride has given birth!”
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THE GOWRIE MALES = 4
1 ADULT MALE
± 7 YEARS 8 MONTHS
3 ADULT MALES
± 6 YEARS 8 MONTHS
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA - DOMINANT OVER THE STYX PRIDE AND THE KAMBULA PRIDE
First encounter: September 2015.
(33 sightings)
As with the Kambula pride we enjoyed an even higher number of sightings of this coalition than what
was recorded last month. These males continue to spend most of their time with the Kambula pride and
were seen with the cubs at Maxim’s Lookout on several occasions. They were also present for most of
the ‘lion vs. buffalo’ interaction that took place. The fourth male, the one with the prominent scar under
his eye, is still absent. He hasn’t been seen on MalaMala since May prompting cause for concern but
unconfirmed reports suggest that he is in the Manyeleti Game Reserve to our north.

THE CHARLESTON MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

7 YEARS 3 MONTHS

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.

THE CLARENDON MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
MARTHLY, NORTHERN MALAMALA

± 13 YEARS 8 MONTHS

(0 sightings)
There were no confirmed sightings of these aging males during the reported period.

Other Lions Encountered:
•

The Avoca Males (7 sightings): Earlier in this report we mentioned that the older lioness from
the Eyrefield pride has given birth. These two young males are almost certainly the fathers. All
seven sightings were recorded in Charleston, from the Tjellahanga River to the Eyrefield
lioness’s den along Calabash Drive.

•

The Mantimahle males (3 sightings): Members of this formidable coalition were seen on three
occasions this month. One of the males was initially found trailing a herd of buffalo along the
lower reaches of the Tjellahanga River where he was discovered with a buffalo kill the following
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day. The day after that he was joined by a second male.
•

The Marthly Breakaway pride (2 sightings): The seven sub adults from the Marthly breakaway
pride were seen twice in southern Charleston.

•

The Sand River pride (2 sightings): This large pride killed a buffalo near Charleston Rock.

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LIONS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)
AUGUST

68 (24 cubs)

LEOPARDS:
THE SENEGAL BUSH MALE
EYREFIELD, MARTHLY, MALAMALA

5 YEARS 11 MONTHS

Brother of the Quarantine male leopard from the North
(9 sightings)
This young male leopard continues to impress. He has yet to enter his prime and appears to be firmly in
control of his territory. The Piccadilly female has, as a result of this, been afforded the protection and
stability needed to safely raise her cub. The biggest potential threats facing the Senegal Bush male, his
territory and his offspring come from the Inyathini male and the Flat Rock male but we believe he’ll hold
his ground for the foreseeable future.
As far as predation goes the main talking point of the month came on the 24th when the Senegal Bush
male killed a nyala bull in MalaMala Camp! For safety reasons we had to chase him off his bounty and
relocate it. He successfully tracked it down later and, together with the Piccadilly female, devoured what
remained. We also watched him stalk, catch and eat a duiker on the 12th near Campbell Koppies and
found him with an impala kill on the 1st.

THE INYATINI MALE
MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD
(2 sightings)

± 10 YEARS 1 MONTH

There were only two sightings of the Inyatini male this month. One was near Princess Alice Pans and the
other saw him chase the Three Rivers female up a tree outside Rattray’s Camp on the 15th.
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THE WEST STREET MALE
CHARLESTON
(4 sightings)

9 YEARS 4 MONTHS

This impressive specimen was viewed on four days this month. The two cubs he sired with the Teardrop
female have both reached independence and the cub of the Ndzilo female is on the brink of the same
milestone. These moments are a testament to his success as a male leopard. The coming weeks will
surely see him mate once again with both these females.

THE ACCIPITER MALE

± 8 YEARS

MALAMALA
(6 sightings)
The Accipiter male is becoming a force to be reckoned with. Not only has he grown in physical size but
he also seems to be expanding his already vast territory. His domain currently spans from the Sand River
to the Kruger National Park, as far south as the Kapen River and as far north as the Accipiter Donga. It
appears that he’s embarked on a mission to claim even more land beyond his southern boundary as we
viewed him at Charleston North and tracks suggest that he’s been in eastern Flockfield as well.

THE SPLIT ROCK MALE
4 YEARS 2 MONTHS
FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON
Son of the Ostrich Koppies female, independent latter half of 2015
(4 sightings)
We are confident that the Split Rock male will grow to become one of the biggest male leopards in this
area but what we’re not so sure about is where. Despite having the option of cementing his hold on
northern Charleston and southern Flockfield this leopard seems intent on southern Charleston. This, as
we know, is home to the mighty West Street male who would surely defeat the Split Rock male if they
ever came to blows. Nevertheless, this doesn’t seem to have deterred the youngster in the slightest.
Watch this space!
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THE PICADILLY FEMALE
4 YEARS 8 MONTHS
MALE CUB
8 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(23 sightings)
The Piccadilly female and her cub were our most viewed leopards yet again and coincidently the
sightings count is exactly the same as what it was last month. This first time mother is thriving at her
maiden attempt in raising offspring and she’s benefited greatly from the protection offered by the cub’s
father; the Senegal Bush male. Other male leopards being kept at bay is of the utmost importance to a
mother leopard as the biggest killers of leopard cubs is other leopards.
We viewed the Piccadilly female and her cub with seven kills in August: three impala, a young kudu, a
young nyala, a duiker and a cane rat. As you can see, this leopard is doing a fine job of providing for her
cub and it’s not limited to food… life lessons are being taught as well. Here is an extract from our
‘MalaMala Today’ sightings report that showcased one such occasion:
“We were following them on the move in the Sand River just west of MalaMala Camp when they noticed
something in a clump of reeds. The cub was quick to react and charged in whilst the mother danced
around the outskirts. It soon became clear that the cub was after cane rats and as one of the large
rodents exited the vegetation the Piccadilly female was there to chase it back in! It was a lesson in
hunting. This game of cat-and-mouse lasted a few minutes before the mother leopard’s patience wore
out. She grabbed one and then gave it to her cub to finish off. Later the Piccadilly female killed an impala
in front of MalaMala Camp.”

THE SIBUYE FEMALE
4YEARS 8 MONTHS
2 CUBS
8 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(0 sightings)
In stark contrast to her sister (the Piccadilly female) this leopard and her cubs were not seen at all this
month.
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THE TAMBOTI FEMALE (DECEASED)
CUB
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
(1 sighting)

10 YEARS 11 MONTHS
10 MONTHS

Although there is no concrete evidence to confirm that the Tamboti female is dead there is even less
evidence to suggest that she is alive. Sadly, we have to assume that she is deceased. The Tamboti female
will always be remembered for being one of the most photogenic leopards on MalaMala. A sliver lining
to this dark cloud appeared near our airstrip towards the end of the month when we found a nervous
young leopard. We couldn’t get a good look at its face but would like to believe that it was her cub.

THE ISLAND FEMALE
5 YEARS 6 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN AND CENTRAL MALAMALA
Daughter of the Tamboti female, independent first quarter of 2015
(10 sightings)
Sightings of the Island female were up from last month and we announced some very exciting news!
Here is an extract from our ‘MalaMala Today’ sightings report from the last day of August:
“This past month will be remembered for many things but perhaps most of all is the amount young
predator sightings. So it’s fitting that the last day of August gave us our first glimpse at new leopard
cubs! The Tamboti female may be dead but, through the Island female, her legacy lives on... That’s right!
We found the Island female’s den this afternoon and we can now confirm that she has at least 2 cubs
that are less than 2 weeks old! This leopardess, like her mother, hasn’t had the best of luck when it
comes to raising offspring but we hope she’ll fare better this time around.”

THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE
2 CUBS
MALAMALA
(13 sightings)

8 YEARS 8 MONTHS
8 MONTHS

The Emsagweni female has been the focus of much attention since she gave birth to a litter of three
cubs. Many of us had never even seen a litter of three newborn cubs before never mind seeing them all
reach seven months of age! Unfortunately this amazing run came to an end when we stopped seeing
one of the cubs. We’re unsure of how it met its fate. The harsh reality is that this will make life easier for
the Emsagweni female as she has only two hungry mouths to feed now. We viewed these leopards with
one impala kill and three duiker kills this month.
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THE LOOKOUT FEMALE
8 YEARS 6 MONTHS
FEMALE CUB
10 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, NORTHERN CHARLESTON
(6 sightings)
The Lookout female and her cub were viewed on six occasions this month with all sightings taking place
in-between the Matshapiri River and White Cloth Road. We found them with an impala kill on the 26th
near Drum Crossing.

THE THREE RIVERS FEMALE

2 YEARS 4 MONTHS

WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, orphaned on May 22nd, 2017
(12 sightings)
This young survivor continues to spend a lot of time in a rather small area. All sightings this month
occurred between Rattray’s Camp and Princess Alice Pans. The quarry near Flockfield Tower sits in the
middle of the aforementioned positions and this has proven to be a ‘happy hunting ground’ for the
Three Rivers female. The depression still has some water in it and consequently attracts a multitude of
impala that are her main target. We viewed her with four impala kills in that area this month.
THE FLOCKFIELD FEMALE
FEMALE CUB
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)

14 YEARS 4 MONTHS
1 YEAR 7 MONTHS

This scarcely seen leopardess was viewed once in Charleston. Yet again she was seen without her cub
and this may suggest that it has become independent.

THE TEARDROP FEMALE
FEMALE DAUGHTER
FEMALE DAUGHTER

8 YEARS 4 MONTHS
1 YEAR 8 MONTHS
1 YEAR 8 MONTHS

SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
(4 sightings)
Last month we announced the daughters of the Teardrop female had reached independence. They will
remain under their mother’s section of these reports until they are officially given their own names. The
Teardrop female accounted for half of the sightings and we viewed one of her cubs with a nyala kill near
Calabash Crossing.
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THE NDZILO FEMALE
FEMALE CUB
SOUTHWESTERN CHARLESTON
(5 sightings)

5 YEARS 8 MONTHS
1 YEAR 5 MONTHS

These leopards were viewed in there usual haunts in southwestern Charleston. Female cubs normally
reach independence quicker than their male counterparts and we believe that this cub is on the verge of
reaching that milestone.

Other leopards encountered:
Males:
•

The Flat Rock male was seen twice along the Sand River in western Marthly.

•

The Nweti male was found with a nyala kill on the 22nd in southwestern Charleston.

•

A young male known by our northerly neighbour’s as the Thanda male was spotted with a
bushbuck kill near Paraffin Drift on the 30th.

•

The male cub of the Ndzanzeni female was spotted twice near Rattray’s Camp. He was found on
the 14th with a duiker kill and again on the 17th with a bushbuck kill.

•

There were three sightings of unidentified male leopards.

Females:
•

The Nkoveni female was viewed once along the southern bank of the Sand River, west of
MalaMala Camp.

•

The Nontshameni female was seen along the Nwana Nontshameni Donga.

•

There were three sightings of unidentified females.

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)
AUGUST

33 (8 cubs)

CHEETAH
There were a total of three cheetah sightings in August. The two cheetah brothers were seen at
Clarendon on two occasions, although they have been scarce lately the two brothers are still viewed in
great condition as they make their routine, but brief, sweeps along our eastern boundary. The third
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sighting was of a female cheetah and her two sub adult cubs seen at Paddy’s Pools. The trio did not hang
around for long and made their way into Kruger National Park.
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED
AUGUST

5

CAPE HUNTING DOGS
We enjoyed 11 sightings of our most endangered carnivore this month. Sightings consisted of a total of
26 individuals from five separate packs. We were very fortunate to have several sightings of a pack of
four adults and eight pups in eastern Flockfield. The pups are still young (at least two to three months)
but they’re old enough to no longer be in a permanent den. Luckily for us they’re still young enough to
restrict the pack’s movements to a smaller area and we expect to see more of these amazing animals
next month.
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)
AUGUST

26

CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS
There were a total of 170 elephant and 90 buffalo sightings in August. The hot, windy climax of the dry
season saw an increase in large herbivore sightings on MalaMala. The Sand River has once again proved
itself as the lifeblood for numerous species. Herds of buffalo have finally become a regular feature again
as the region’s population starts to bounce back after the drought of two years ago.
OTHER INTERESTING SIGHTINGS
With the vegetation having thinned out and the waterholes all dried up the Sand River provided
numerous small mammal sightings such as honey badger, mongoose, civet and genet. We also
welcomed back the iconic Sable antelope. A herd of seven was seen on three separate occasions making
their way to the Sand River to quench their thirst before moving back east.
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