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Photo of a Gowire male by ranger Liam Henderson.

MalaMala Game Reserve
July 2018
“An understanding of the natural world and what's in it is a source of
not only a great curiosity but great fulﬁllment.”
- Sir David A enborough.
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THE MONTH’S WEATHER SUMMARY
Temperature
Celsius (°C)

Fahrenheit (°F)

Actual

Average

Maximum

30

25.2

Minimum

8

11.2

Actual

Average

Maximum

86

77.4

Minimum

46.4

52.2

Rainfall
Millimeters

Inches

Days of rain

2

0.08

1

TOTAL SIGHTINGS
Lion

60

Leopard

84

Elephant

151

Buffalo

76

Cheetah

11

Cape hunting dog

12

KILL STATS
Lion

1 buffalo, 1 kudu, 1 giraffe, 1 zebra.

Leopard

11 impala, 3 duiker, 1 bushbuck, 1 steenbok, 1 nyala, 1 zebra, 1 scrub hare.

Cheetah

2 impala.

Cape hunting dog

1 impala.
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS
LIONS:
THE KAMBULA PRIDE = 6
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 ADULT FEMALES
MALAMALA, WESTERN FLOCKFIELD
(33 sightings)

± 5 YEARS 4 MONTHS
± 5 YEARS 1 MONTH

The Kambula pride was the most viewed pride of the month yet again and yet again the Gowrie males
accompanied them for the majority of sightings. The reason for the males’ continued presence is simple:
procreation. Their efforts bared fruit this month as we can confirm that at least two of the lionesses
have given birth. The first litter was discovered on the 9th near the old Wildebeest Crossing and although
the cubs couldn’t be seen they could be heard. We had to wait until the 16th to lay our eyes on them for
the first time. It was a truly special moment as we watched the mother carry a cub from one den to the
next. This litter was seen again on the 29th near our causeway. The second litter was detected on the
19th when we caught a glimpse of one very small cub tucked away in reeds along the Sand River
opposite Rattray’s Camp (other cubs could be heard nearby). Some of the other lionesses were seen
mating with the Gowrie males on several occasions during the month. Despite already having given birth
to a number of litters this young pride of six lionesses is yet to successfully raise any. We hope that this
new wave of cubs, sired by the Gowrie males, will fare better.
As far as predation goes, we viewed these lions with a buffalo bull kill on the 3rd, a zebra foul kill on the
9th and a young kudu kill on the 11th. A large carcass near Styx Rocks kept them busy for five days in the
middle of the month. In addition to this we also watched them steal an impala kill from the Lookout
female leopard and a zebra foul kill from the Accipiter male.

THE EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON

11 YEARS 1 MONTH
6 YEARS 5 MONTHS

(2 sightings)
The Eyrefield pride is a mere shadow of its former self and the big question now is can they bounce
back? The youngest lioness is definitely trying as she was seen mating with both of the Avoca males in
the middle of the month. We’d love for her to prove us wrong but all indications lead us to believe that
she is unable to conceive. We have watched her mate for over two years without success. If we’re right
then the fate of the pride lays with the older lioness who still has a few ‘cub baring’ years in her.
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THE STYX PRIDE = 11
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALES
2 CUBS
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
NORTHERN EYREFIELD
(7 sightings)

15 YEARS 6 MONTHS
10 YEARS 6 MONTHS
7 YEARS 6 MONTHS
1 YEAR 9 MONTHS
1 YEAR 5 MONTHS
1 YEAR

We enjoyed a slight increase in sightings of the Styx pride this month, as they appear to be considering a
territorial shift back south. The absence of the Gowrie males in the northern parts of our reserve and in
the areas north of our boundary has allowed for other male lions to venture closer. The threat posed by
these males as well as competition with the Torchwood and Nkuhuma prides are the most likely reasons
behind the recent movements of the Styx pride. The pride also embarked on several excursions to the
west as we viewed in Marthly on three occasions. With the Marthly pride down to only a single lioness is
a territorial takeover is on the cards?
In general the last 2 years weren’t easy for the Styx pride with several coalitions competing for
dominance in the area while drought-induced mange killed off 3 litters. In fact, the youngest lioness
(now a mother herself) was a member of the last litter to be successfully raised to independence! The
Gowrie males have brought stability to the pride and although their attentions have been squarely
focused on the Kambula pride, their presence has (so far) been enough to keep other males at bay.
Mange is still present in the pride but the lions appear to be on the road to recovery. The Styx pride has
already stood the test of time and we’re optimistic that they’ll keep on standing for years to come.

THE MARTHLY PRIDE = 1
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 CUBS
MARTHLY, MALAMALA
(2 sightings)

DECEASED
5 YEARS 1 MONTH
DECEASED

And then there was one. The recent deaths of the legendary tailless lioness and her cub mean that the
Marthly pride is now on the brink of ceasing to exist. The pride’s survival is now solely dependent on one
lioness. She is the niece of the late tailless lioness and sister to the three nomadic males from the pride.
She has an uphill battle ahead of her and to add to her problems it appears that the Styx pride is
contemplating a territorial shift into Marthly. Although tough, life alone in the wild is not impossible.
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THE FOURWAYS PRIDE = 6
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 SUB ADULT FEMALE
2 MALE CUBS
2 FEMALE CUBS
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD
(0 sightings)

UNKNOWN AGE
8 YEARS 1 MONTH
2 YEARS 8 MONTHS
2 YEARS 8 MONTHS

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period. However, last month’s report forgot to
mention that two sightings of one of the lionesses and the four sub adults were recorded in Charleston!
It had been close to a year since the pride was last seen.

THE GOWRIE MALES = 4
1 ADULT MALE
± 7 YEARS 7 MONTHS
3 ADULT MALES
± 6 YEARS 7 MONTHS
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA - DOMINANT OVER THE STYX PRIDE AND THE KAMBULA PRIDE
First encounter: September 2015.
(26 sightings)
3 members of the Gowrie male coalition were seen on a regular basis this month as they continue to
focus their attentions on the Kambula pride. Thus, much of their ‘news’ with regards to offspring,
mating and kills was covered under the aforementioned pride’s section. The fourth male, the one with
the prominent scar under his eye, was absent again. He hasn’t been seen on MalaMala since May
prompting cause for concern but unconfirmed reports suggest that he is in the Manyeleti Game Reserve
to our north.

THE CHARLESTON MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

7 YEARS 2 MONTHS

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period. However, reports from the reserves
south of us suggest that they have returned after a lengthy foray into the Kruger National Park.
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THE MATSHAPIRI MALE = 1
1 ADULT MALE
FLOCKFIELD, SOUTHERN MALAMALA
First encounter: April 2015

± 8 YEARS 3 MONTHS

(0 sightings)
There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period. His continued absence leads us to
believe that he has either died or moved back into the Kruger National Park. We will no longer feature
him in these reports.

THE CLARENDON MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
MARTHLY, NORTHERN MALAMALA
(0 sightings)

± 13 YEARS 7 MONTHS

There were no confirmed sightings of these aging males during the reported period.

Other Lions Encountered:
•

The Avoca Males (4 sightings): This young up-and-coming coalition of two was seen on four
occasions in Charleston. We viewed both males mating with the youngest lioness from the
Eyrefield pride.

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LIONS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)

JULY

29 (13 cubs)
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LEOPARDS:
THE SENEGAL BUSH MALE
5 YEARS 10 MONTHS
EYREFIELD, MARTHLY, MALAMALA
Brother of the Quarantine male leopard from the North
(13 sightings)
The Senegal Bush male was our most viewed male leopard in July. He continued to earn his ‘family man’
reputation this month as he spent quite a bit of time in the company of the Piccadilly female and their
cub. Male leopards aren’t often seen with their offspring and when they are it’s often not for long.
Fathers will tolerate their offspring but that’s about where it ends. Males also tend to be overly
aggressive when a kill is present and this can be dangerous for youngsters. This male leopard has not
strolled far from the norm but he has definitely been more tolerant than most.
In other news: On the 9th we witnessed yet another stand off between the Senegal Bush male and the
Inyatini male. Although smaller and younger than his rival he stood his ground, undeterred by his
opponents advantages.

THE INYATINI MALE
MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD
(4 sightings)

± 10 YEARS

There were only four sightings of the Inyatini male this month one of which involved a stand off with the
Senegal Bush male. All sightings were of him patrolling his usual route along the western bank of the
Sand River between MalaMala Camp and Rattray’s Camp.

THE WEST STREET MALE
CHARLESTON
(5 sightings)

9 YEARS 3 MONTHS

This impressive specimen continues to be dominant in Charleston but he faces a growing threat from
the much younger, but also impressive, Split Rock male. We witnessed the males sizing each other up in
southwestern Charleston on the 21st but no physical interaction took place. The West Street male was
also viewed in the company of the Ndzilo female and their cub.
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THE ACCIPITER MALE
MALAMALA
(3 sightings)

± 7 YEARS 11 MONTHS

This enigmatic male went undetected for the first half July despite the fact that virtually his entire
territory is on our reserve. We eventually found him with an impala ewe kill south of Matshapiri Open
Area Crossing on the evening of the 15th. As per usual he was very relaxed around our vehicles at night
but he was a lot less tolerant during daylight. We viewed him again on the 28th with a zebra foal kill but
he was relieved of that carcass by two of the lionesses from the Kambula pride.

THE SPLIT ROCK MALE
4 YEARS 1 MONTH
FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON
Son of the Ostrich Koppies female, independent latter half of 2015
(3 sightings)
Many rangers have high hopes for this promising young male leopard and we believe he could follow in
the footprints of legends like the Bicycle Crossing male and the Rock Drift male. However, during July we
got the impression that he may be ‘going big’ to soon and biting off more than he can chew. Not only
has he ventured into the West Street males territory and mated with the Teardrop female but on the
21st of this month he had a standoff with the incumbent male himself. This was the first time we’d seen
these two come face to face and although the West Street male looked quite comfortable, the Split Rock
male didn’t exactly back down.

THE PICADILLY FEMALE

4 YEARS 7 MONTHS

MALE CUB
7 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(23 sightings)
The Piccadilly female and her cub were our most viewed leopards this month with the majority of
sightings occurring in the Sand River in front of MalaMala Camp and Sable Camp. The Piccadilly female
has taken full advantage of the dry conditions using the tall reeds lining the Sand River for cover as she
waits for prey to come down and drink. We watched her make four kills this month: A nyala lamb on the
3rd in Rhino Pens, an impala ewe on the 5th in front of Sable Camp, a steenbok at Piccadilly pans on the
11th and a bushbuck ewe south of the causeway on the 12th! We also viewed them feeding on a duiker
kill on the 25th and an impala on the 30th.
Sufficed to say that this young leopardess is doing a fine job of raising her first cub thus far. Younger
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leopards do make for better mothers according to Panthera, a charitable organisation devoted to
preserving big cats and their ecosystems around the globe. They have been conducting leopard research
on MalaMala and the surrounding reserves. A recent study focused on parental care and their dedicated
work shone new light on some fascinating aspects of leopard motherhood: “In many species, parents
put their own needs before that of their offspring. Leopard mothers appear sensitive to their offspring's
demands, and adjust levels of care accordingly… Cub survival is an important determinant of the lifetime
reproductive success in leopards. By buffering offspring against environmental perturbation without
jeopardising their own survivorship, female leopards apparently ‘hedge their bets’ with current offspring
rather than gamble on future offspring which have a small probability of surviving.”

THE SIBUYE FEMALE
4YEARS 7 MONTHS
2 CUBS
6 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(1 sighting)
In stark contrast to her sister (the Piccadilly female) this leopardess was not seen at all this month. The
only sighting was of her two cubs at Mlowathi Dam.

THE TAMBOTI FEMALE
CUB
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
(0 sightings)

10 YEARS 10 MONTHS
9 MONTHS

There were no sightings of these leopards this month and unfortunately, in this case, ‘no news’ does not
mean ‘good news’. The Tamboti female was last viewed over a month ago with several injuries. She has
not been seen since and new leopards have starting moving into her territory. We’d love for both
leopards to prove us wrong but all indications suggest that they are both deceased.

THE ISLAND FEMALE

5 YEARS 5 MONTHS

WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN AND CENTRAL MALAMALA
Daughter of the Tamboti female, independent first quarter of 2015
(6 sightings)
Sightings of the Island female were up slightly from last month and although her territory is exclusively
on MalaMala this low count is not surprising. We say this for two reasons: Firstly, a decent portion of her
territory is in an area that is rather thick and not as frequently driven as others. Secondly, when this
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leopard was younger ranger Roan Ravenhill noticed that she’d developed a habit of hiding from vehicles
on first approach. She’s very relaxed so her tolerance of vehicles is not the issue. Perhaps she is merely
being playful.
We can report that the Island female is pregnant! Perhaps it will be fourth time lucky for this leopard
who is yet to successfully raise a litter.

THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE
3 CUBS
MALAMALA

8 YEARS 7 MONTHS
7 MONTHS

(6 sightings)
The Emsagweni female has her work cut out with three growing cubs to feed. She spends so much time
hunting in order to provide for her offspring that they’re often left unattended for days at a time. In fact,
we never saw all four leopards together this month with the mother only being seen once towards the
end of July. So long was her absence that we’d started to fear the worst. Nevertheless, she is alive, well
and doing a commendable job of raising her litter.

THE LOOKOUT FEMALE
8 YEARS 5 MONTHS
FEMALE CUB
9 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, NORTHERN CHARLESTON
(6 sightings)
The Lookout female and her cub raised eyebrows of concern when they seemingly vanished for the first
half of the month but again our fears were quashed. The mother was viewed on her own on three
occasions and during one of those we watched the Kambula pride steal an impala kill from her at
Donald’s Crossing. The cub was viewed alone once and we enjoyed two sightings of both leopards
together at Drum Crossing where they had an impala kill.

THE THREE RIVERS FEMALE

2 YEARS 3 MONTHS

WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, orphaned on May 22nd, 2017
(9 sightings)
Formerly known as the daughter of the Kikilezi female this leopardess has earned her new name and a
place on these reports. Usually we’d wait until a leopard starts becoming territorial, after which we give
it a name relating to that specific area. However, this survivor has won the respect and affection of
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many. She has overcome staggering odds in the process and so we have decided to break from tradition.
She was born in the Mlowathi River, spent a large portion of her ‘cub-hood’ in the Manyeleti River and
she’s been seen up and down the Sand River since her mother’s death … Thus, she will henceforth be
known as the Three Rivers female. To read about her amazing story look for an article entitled ‘Against
all odds’ on our blog at: blog.malamala.com.

THE FLOCKFIELD FEMALE
FEMALE CUB
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON

14 YEARS 3 MONTHS
1 YEAR 6 MONTHS

(3 sightings)
This scarcely seen leopardess was viewed twice in eastern Charleston and once in Flockfield. Her female
cub was seen with her on one of those occasions.

THE TEARDROP FEMALE
FEMALE DAUGHTER

8 YEARS 3 MONTHS
1 YEAR 7 MONTHS

FEMALE DAUGHTER
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
(1 sighting)

1 YEAR 7 MONTHS

There was only one sighting of one of the cubs of the Teardrop female. Both have now been successfully
raised to independence.

THE NDZILO FEMALE
FEMALE CUB
SOUTHWESTERN CHARLESTON
(7 sightings)

5 YEARS 7 MONTHS
1 YEAR 4 MONTHS

These leopards were viewed in there usual haunts in southwestern Charleston. Four of the seven
sightings saw both mother and cub together but this is bound to change soon as the youngster nears
independence.
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Other leopards encountered:
Males:
•

The Flat Rock male was seen once along the Sand River in Marthly.

•

There were six sightings of unidentified leopards.

Females:
•

The Nkoveni female was viewed once along the Sand River in Marthly.

•

The Ndzazeni female and her cub were seen south of Rattray’s Camp in the company of the
Inyatini male.

•

The Ntsumi female was viewed in southwestern Charleston.

•

There were three sightings of unidentified females.

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)
JULY

33 (11 cubs)

CHEETAH
There were a total of eleven cheetah sightings in June that comprised of a total of nine individuals. The
mother with two cubs who were seen for the first time in late June near Stwise were viewed on 6 days
in July! We found them with an impala kill near Mlowathi Dam on the 9th and again on the 19th. The two
brothers were seen on three occasions in the northeast. We also enjoyed two sightings of four slightly
skittish individuals in eastern Flockfield.
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED
JULY

9

CAPE HUNTING DOGS
It has been an odd year for Cape hunting dogs with an increase in sightings of different but smaller packs
and July was no exception. It has also been hard to keep track with regard to the dynamics between
packs. We recorded three sightings of a pack of five, two sightings of the pack of two males (one of
which is in poor condition), a pack of three females, a pack of four and a pack of six with four males and
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two pregnant females.
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)
JULY

29

CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS
As we entered the dead of winter there was an increase in large herbivore sightings, as the Sand River
becomes the most reliable water source in the area. There were in excess of 150 elephant sightings this
month and that figure is a conservative one.
We had hoped for more of an increase in buffalo sightings this month as we’ve grown accustomed to
seeing multiple large herds on a daily basis during winter. However, that was not to be as the bovines
continue to recover from the drought that killed off half of Kruger’s buffalo population. The few herds
that were seen did not exceed 150 head but the good news is that a high number of calves were
present. Most buffalo sightings comprised of lone bulls and bachelor herds.
OTHER INTERESTING SIGHTINGS
In typical winter fashion we enjoyed many sightings of the more secretive animals. This included several
sightings of honey badgers, serval, African wild cats, an aardvark, two pangolins and porcupines.
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