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THE MONTH’S WEATHER SUMMARY
Temperature
Celsius (°C)

Fahrenheit (°F)

Actual

Average

Maximum

38

31.6

Minimum

10

17.3

Actual

Average

Maximum

100.4

88.9

Minimum

50

63.1

Rainfall
Millimeters

Inches

Days of rain

1.5

0.1

1

TOTAL SIGHTINGS
Lion

109

Leopard

119

Elephant

142

Buffalo

53

Cheetah

14

Cape hunting dog

22

KILL STATS
Lion

1 buffalo, 3 nyala, 2 waterbuck, 6 impala, 1 kudu, 1 scrub hare.

Leopard

11 impala, 6 duiker, 5 bushbuck, 1 nyala, 5 scrub hare, 1 guinea fowl.

Cheetah

1 impala, 1 duiker, 1 bushbuck, 2 scrub hare.

Cape hunting dog

3 impala, 1 bushbuck, 5 scrub hare.
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS
LIONS:
THE KAMBULA PRIDE = 16+
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 ADULT FEMALES
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
2+ CUBS
2+ CUBS

± 5 YEARS 6 MONTHS
± 5 YEARS 3 MONTHS
3 MONTHS
2 MONTHS
1 MONTH
1 MONTH

MALAMALA, WESTERN FLOCKFIELD
(58 sightings)
Sightings of the Kambula pride have increased for the third month running. This is largely due to the fact
that an additional two lionesses have given birth, bringing the total number of litters in the pride to
four! It is common practice that, just before giving birth, a lioness will leave her pride to find a secluded
and safe place where she will den. The mother will normally keep her cubs in isolation for four to eight
weeks before introducing them to the pride. Indeed, the mothers of the two older litters have joined
forces now. This occurred on the 6th when we discovered that the number of cubs at the den near
Maxim’s Lookout had doubled from three to six. During the course of the month these cubs were moved
to several different dens including Styx Rocks, the rocks under West Street Bridge and the riverine
thickets both opposite and south of Rattray’s Camp. For the most part all six youngsters were kept
together however there were a few odd exceptions when the cubs were separated for brief periods. It
wasn’t the expected ‘three-three’ split… it was ‘four-two’ as one of the younger cubs accompanied its
older siblings. Why? We have no idea. An even more interesting incident occurred on the 10th when one
of the younger cubs was intentionally left on its own overnight. As we mentioned earlier, a further two
litters were born this month. Here are extracts from our daily sightings reports:
“This morning we discovered that a 3rd lioness has given birth! We watched her carry a cub that’s only
days old to a den west of Bushbuck Drive. The other 2 mothers then moved their 6 youngsters to a new
den in front of Rattray’s Camp this morning.” – September 6th.
“We have more exciting news regarding the Kambula pride as it can now be confirmed that a 4th lioness
has given birth! It was a ‘once in a lifetime’ sighting as lucky guests watched the mother carry a newborn cub in her mouth.” – September 18th.
The Kambula pride spent the vast majority of the month along the Sand River between MalaMala Camp
and Rattray’s Camp. They were often in the company of the Gowrie males who have been introduced to
the six older cubs.
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As far as predation is concerned we viewed these lions with seven self-made kills: three impala, two
waterbuck (including a large bull), a nyala and a scrub hare. We also viewed them with four stolen kills.
Here is an extract from our daily sightings reports for one of those sightings:
“Another noteworthy interaction took place near West Street Bridge when a pack of 3 Cape hunting dogs
killed a bushbuck in close proximity to these lions. The lionesses were first to react and stole the kill from
the pack but they then had it stolen from them by the Gowrie males.” – September 14th.
All in all, things are looking promising for this young pride and we’re hopeful that this recent wave of
cubs will be the first that they’ll raise to adulthood.
THE EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
CHARLESTON
(5 sightings)

11 YEARS 3 MONTHS
6 YEARS 7 MONTHS

The month of September got off to a good start for the Eyrefield pride. The oldest lioness had just given
birth to a new litter of cubs and although we hadn’t seen the cubs we did hear them on the 6th near KK
Pans. Just for a moment it looked like there was light at the end of what’s been a very long and dark
tunnel. Unfortunately, as the days went by it became clear that the experienced lioness had lost her
litter. She was no longer sporting suckle marks and we saw her mating again with the Avoca males. The
cloud that hangs over this pride has a thin silver lining; she still has a few cub-bearing years left in her.
The younger lioness was also mating with the Avoca males but we are fairly certain that she is unable to
conceive.
On September 28th these lionesses demonstrated yet again why we admire them so much when they
brought down an adult buffalo in the Sand River, north of Calabash Crossing.
THE STYX PRIDE = 11
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALE
1 ADULT FEMALES
2 CUBS
3 CUBS
3 CUBS
NORTHERN EYREFIELD
(5 sightings)

15 YEARS 8 MONTHS
10 YEARS 8 MONTHS
7 YEARS 8 MONTHS
1 YEAR 11 MONTHS
1 YEAR 7 MONTHS
1 YEAR 2 MONTHS

The Styx pride were viewed across their territory this month from east of the Matshapiri River to the
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lower reaches of the Mlowathi River to Mlowathi Dam. On the 11th they were hunting a herd of buffalo
along Tshabalala Road, on the 15th they were at Mlowathi Dam and on the 20th they killed a kudu a
stones throw away from MalaMala Camp. The sighting on the 15th was the most memorable. Here’s an
extract from our daily sightings report for that incident:
“The Styx pride was seen twice and initially had an unidentified young male with them. They stumbled
upon a bushbuck kill in a tree that the lionesses managed to retrieve in remarkable fashion (video
coming soon) but they then had it taken from them by the young male.”
The video is titled ‘Lions fight over a bushbuck kill’ and can be found on our YouTube channel.
We have no idea who the young male was and he wasn’t seen again.
In general the last 2 years weren’t easy for the Styx pride with several coalitions competing for
dominance in the area while drought-induced mange killed off 3 litters. In fact, the youngest lioness
(now a mother herself) was a member of the last litter to be successfully raised to independence! The
Gowrie males have brought stability to the pride and although their attentions have been squarely
focused on the Kambula pride, their presence has (so far) been enough to keep other males at bay.
Mange is still present in the pride but the lions appear to be on the road to recovery. The Styx pride has
already stood the test of time and we’re optimistic that they’ll keep on standing for years to come.
THE MARTHLY PRIDE = 1
1 ADULT FEMALE
MARTHLY, MALAMALA
(1 sighting)

5 YEARS 3 MONTHS

The last surviving member of the Marthly pride was only seen once during the month but it was whom
she was seen with that is of more significance. We initially received reports from our neighbours to the
west that the lioness was in the company of two Gowrie males and they were mating. We found the trio
near Bicycle Crossing the following day (22nd). We didn’t actually see the lions mate but they did kill a
nyala bull right in front of Room 1!
The road to recovery will be a long one for this pride but it appears that this lioness has taken the first
steps.
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THE FOURWAYS PRIDE = 7+
1 ADULT FEMALE
2 MALE CUBS
2 FEMALE CUBS
1 YOUNG MALE
1+ CUBS
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD
(0 sightings)

UNKNOWN AGE
2 YEARS 10 MONTHS
2 YEARS 10 MONTHS
UNKNOWN AGE
2 MONTHS

There were no sightings of this pride during the month of September.
THE GOWRIE MALES = 4
1 ADULT MALE
± 7 YEARS 9 MONTHS
3 ADULT MALES
± 6 YEARS 9 MONTHS
EYREFIELD, MALAMALA - DOMINANT OVER THE STYX PRIDE AND THE KAMBULA PRIDE
First encounter: September 2015.
(37 sightings)
As with the Kambula pride we’ve enjoyed a month-on-month increase in sightings of this coalition.
These males continue to spend most of their time with the Kambula pride and were seen with the cubs
numerous times. It must be noted that these males have been surprisingly tolerant when in the
presence of their playful and curious offspring, to the extent that the mothers even left the cubs alone
with the males on several occasions.
Their prey of choice this month was medium to small antelope that were particularly vulnerable due to
the isolated pockets of water in the Sand River being surrounded by tall reeds. Although we only viewed
them with three kills, we’re confident that they made several more. Naturally, they also relieved the
Kambula pride of some of their kills. One of the three self made kills happened when the pack of three
Cape hunting dogs inadvertently chased an impala into one of the males who was quick to react.
The fourth male, the one with the prominent scar under his eye, is still absent. He hasn’t been seen on
MalaMala since May prompting cause for concern. Unconfirmed reports in July suggested that he was in
the Manyeleti Game Reserve to our north but we’ve heard nothing since.
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THE CHARLESTON MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

7 YEARS 4 MONTHS

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.
THE CLARENDON MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
MARTHLY, NORTHERN MALAMALA
(0 sightings)

± 13 YEARS 9 MONTHS

There were no confirmed sightings of these aging males during the reported period.
THE AVOCA MALES = 2
2 ADULT MALES
CHARLESTON
(5 sightings)

± 5 YEARS 7 MONTHS

This up-and-coming coalition was viewed on five occasions in Charleston this month. They had fathered
the Eyrefield lioness’s now-deceased litter and were subsequently seen mating with her again.

Other Lions Encountered:
•

The Torchwood pride (2 sightings): These lions were viewed on the 15th and the 24th in the
northeastern parts of our reserve.

•

The Sand River pride (1 sighting): This large pride was seen once near Charleston Rock.

•

A young unidentified male lion was viewed with the Styx pride on the 15th.

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LIONS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)
SEPTEMBER

64 (28 cubs)
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LEOPARDS:
THE SENEGAL BUSH MALE
6 YEARS
EYREFIELD, MARTHLY, MALAMALA
Brother of the Quarantine male leopard from the North
(10 sightings)
This young adult male leopard continues to appear firmly in control of his territory. The Piccadilly female
has, as a result of this, been afforded the protection and stability needed to safely raise her cub.
Although male leopards do not play a direct role in raising their offspring they do play an indirect and
vitally important one: keeping other leopards at bay. An incident on the 6th highlighted this. Here is an
extract from our daily sightings report for that day:
“The day got off to a great start when we found the Piccadilly female and her cub in front of Sable Camp
at dawn. The mother leopard was tense and alert. Something had her on edge and she proceeded to roar
twice before leading her cub northwards. To their south we could hear another leopard roaring. It was
the Senegal Bush male but his attention was focused on something to his east. He ran up the eastern
bank of the Sand River and disappeared into thick vegetation. The unmistakable sound of 2 leopards
fighting erupted from the bush and this sent the on looking and already agitated baboons into a frenzy.
Again, audio of a clash emanated from the same area. We were expecting to find another male leopard
but were taken by surprise when we discovered that the other leopard was the Island female. The
Senegal Bush male chased her up a tree where they had a brief scuffle. This happened again before the
male eventually moved away.”
With regard to predation, we viewed the Senegal Bush male with four kills the month: a scrub hare on
the 13th, a bushbuck on the 18th (which he shared with the cub of the Piccadilly female), another
bushbuck on the 20th and an impala on the 21st.
THE INYATINI MALE
MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD
(1 sighting)

± 10 YEARS 2 MONTHS

There was only one sighting of the Inyatini male this month along the western bank of the Sand River
near Maxim’s Lookout.
THE WEST STREET MALE
CHARLESTON
(5 sightings)

9 YEARS 5 MONTHS

This impressive specimen was viewed on five days in September and he was initially found on the 3rd

8
Compiled by the rangers of MalaMala Game Reserve

with an impala kill. However he looked less impressive towards the end of the month, in fact his was in
quite poor condition. Bite marks on his rear and a bad limp suggest that he was on the receiving end of
an attack from another predator. Leopards are extremely resilient animals and we hope to see him
make a full recovery. That being said, this does provide the Split Rock male with an opportunity upon
which to pounce. Watch this space.
THE ACCIPITER MALE
MALAMALA
(4 sightings)

± 8 YEARS 1 MONTH

The Accipiter male seems to be dealing in threes! He sired the Emsagweni female’s current litter that
started off as three and we can now confirm that the Island female gave birth to a trio as well. Last
month we mentioned how this leopard was expanding his territory and it appears that it now stretches
from our boundary with the Kruger National Park in the east to the Sand River in the west and from as
far north as the Accipiter Donga down to the Charleston Flockfield boundary. This month he was seen
mating with a nervous unidentified female on the 19th at Styx Waterhole and with the Lookout female
on the 29th.
THE SPLIT ROCK MALE

4 YEARS 3 MONTHS

FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON
Son of the Ostrich Koppies female, independent latter half of 2015
(2 sightings)
The Split Rock male was only viewed twice this month. He had an impala kill near Flat Rocks on the 21st.
THE PICADILLY FEMALE

4 YEARS 9 MONTHS

MALE CUB
9 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(30 sightings)
The Piccadilly female and her cub were our most encountered leopards yet again with the vast majority
of sightings being within a few hundred meters of MalaMala Camp. These leopards were viewed with
eight kills this month: a guinea fowl on the 3rd, a duiker on the 5th, a scrub hare on the 17th and impala
kills on the 15th, 19th, 27th and 28th. Hyenas stole the impala kill on the 9th and lionesses from the
Kambula pride stole the impala kill on the 28th. This first time mother is thriving at her maiden attempt
in raising offspring and she’s benefited greatly from the protection offered by the cub’s father; the
Senegal Bush male. The cub is growing in size, confidence and capability. He was responsible for the
guinea fowl and scrub hare kills albeit with a little help from his mother.
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THE SIBUYE FEMALE
4YEARS 9 MONTHS
2 CUBS
9 MONTHS
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016
(1 sighting)
The Sibuye female and her two cubs were found with a hoisted bushbuck kill in the Mlowathi River,
south of Mlowathi Dam. The playful cubs managed to dislodge and drop the kill on several occasions but
were able to retrieve it before a nearby hyena could capitalize. Towards the end of the month we
received unconfirmed reports that one of the cubs had died.
THE CUB OF THE TAMBOTI FEMALE
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Orphaned in mid-2018
(7 sightings)

11 MONTHS

There has been much said about the Three Rivers female and how she overcame the odds after being
orphaned at a young age and it now seems that a similar story is brewing with regard to another young
leopard who lost her mother at an even younger age; the cub of the Tamboti female. A sighting on
September 3rd along our airstrip was the first confirmed sighting since her mother passed away. She was
viewed six more times during the month and seems to be occupying a similar space to that of the Three
Rivers female. It’s still early days and the cub faces an uphill battle but the month ended on a positive
note when we found her with a duiker kill near Flockfield Tower.
THE ISLAND FEMALE
3 CUBS

5 YEARS 7 MONTHS
1 MONTH

WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN AND CENTRAL MALAMALA
Daughter of the Tamboti female, independent first quarter of 2015
(6 sightings)
At the end of August we broke the exciting news that the Island female had given birth and we can now
confirm that it’s a litter of three! We got our first good look at the cubs on the 23rd when we discovered
their new den in the Hogvaal Donga. This leopard has yet to successfully raise a cub to independence
and we’re hoping that this will be a case of ‘third time lucky’!
The Island female was initially seen on September 3rd when she was on the receiving end of a
confrontation with the Senegal Bush male (this was covered under his section in this report). She was
also found with an impala kill on the 30th in the Matshapiri River, north of its confluence with the
Hogvaal Donga.
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THE EMSAGWENI FEMALE
MALE CUB
FEMALE CUB
MALAMALA

8 YEARS 9 MONTHS
9 MONTHS
9 MONTHS

(8 sightings)
Last month we reported the sad news that one of the Emsagweni female’s cub had died. There was
always so much excitement at the prospect of finding four leopards together when venturing into the
northeastern section of our reserve and the news threatened to curb our enthusiasm. Those fears were
short-lived as these leopards continued to provide us with memorable and playful sightings.
We viewed them with duiker kills on the 5th and on the 23rd, the first of which was stolen by a hyena.
THE LOOKOUT FEMALE
8 YEARS 7 MONTHS
FEMALE CUB
11 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, NORTHERN CHARLESTON
(7 sightings)
There was a slight increase in sightings of the Lookout female and her cub this month. Here is an extract
from our daily sightings report for the 2nd and 3rd of September:
“The Lookout female and her cub were viewed on 2 of the days. We watched the mother take down a
young nyala bull on White Cloth Road only to see here be relieved of the kill a few hours later by a hyena.
Only a few hours after that we found them with a duiker kill near Drum Crossing.”
Towards the end of the month we saw the Lookout female mating with the Accipiter male. This raised a
few eyebrows as we toyed with the possibility that she’d prematurely ushered her cub into
independence. However, it is far more likely that she was ‘pseudo mating’ in an attempt to lure the male
away from her cub.
THE THREE RIVERS FEMALE
2 YEARS 5 MONTHS
WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, orphaned on May 22nd, 2017
(16 sightings)
This young female was our second most viewed leopard this month. She continues to spend most of her
time on the ‘western bank’, between Flockfield Tower and Rattray’s Camp as well as in the Tamboti
Thickets. It is odd, to some extent, that both her and the cub of the Tamboti female have chosen this
particular area to occupy as lions densely populate it. Nevertheless, they both seem to be coping well.
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The Three Rivers female killed an impala in front of Rattray’s Camp on the 3rd, only to have it stolen by
the Kambula pride. We also watched her catch a scrub hare on the 17th.
THE FLOCKFIELD FEMALE

14 YEARS 5 MONTHS

FEMALE CUB
EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON
(0 sightings)

1 YEAR 8 MONTHS

There were no sightings of these leopards during this report period.
THE TEARDROP FEMALE

8 YEARS 5 MONTHS

FEMALE DAUGHTER
FEMALE DAUGHTER
SOUTHERN CHARLESTON
(8 sightings)

1 YEAR 9 MONTHS
1 YEAR 9 MONTHS

The Teardrop female accounted for five of the eight sightings while her independent daughters were
seen three times between the two of them. We viewed the mother with three kills this month: an
impala at Charleston River Rocks on the 9th, a bushbuck along Calabash Drive on the 16th and a duiker on
the 22nd to the west of Zebra Skull South.
THE NDZILO FEMALE
FEMALE CUB
SOUTHWESTERN CHARLESTON
(6 sightings)

5 YEARS 9 MONTHS
1 YEAR 6 MONTHS

Last month we reported that we believed the cub of the Ndzilo female was on the verge of reaching
independence and it now appears that the milestone has arrived. The Ndzilo female was seen mating
with the Nweti male on the 27th and 28th days of this month.
Other leopards encountered:
Males:
•

The Flat Rock male was seen once the Sand River in western Marthly.

•

The Nweti male was seen on three occasions in Charleston. We watched him mate with the
Ndzilo female towards the end of the month.

•

An unidentified male was seen at Charleston North Crossing on the 21st. Here’s an extract from
our daily sightings report with regard to the leopard:
“Charleston North Crossing was the scene for a dramatic sighting on Friday night... It all started
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when we found a herd of buffalo drinking from a pool of water in the Sand River. A flash of
golden yellow amongst the sea of black alerted us to the presence of a male leopard. The herd
had inadvertently surrounded it before they’d spotted it but now it was trapped, intentionally. A
bull charged in and, with a flick of its horns, sent the predator flying. The leopard, still
surrounded, then hunkered down in a clump of vegetation as darkness fell. For the next hour it
fended off attack after attack before eventually spotted a gap and dashed away to safety. It’s
unclear which leopard it was and the extent of its injuries remains unknown.”
Females:
•

There were three sightings of three different unidentified female leopards. One was mating with
the Accipiter male near Styx Waterhole on the 19th, another was seen on the 26th near Rattray’s
Camp and third female killed a duiker at Matshapiri Dam on the 3rd.

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)
SEPTEMBER

33 (8 cubs)

CHEETAH
There were a total of fourteen cheetah sightings in August! We enjoyed a marked increase in sightings
of the mother with two cubs who spent twelve days on our reserve, the majority of which were on the
‘western bank’. They were initially found at Sandpit Crossing on the 12th with a bushbuck kill. The
mother was in poor condition, sporting a new wound on her side and it appears that she is also blind in
the left eye. We are unsure of how she suffered these injuries but we can report that she is in much
better condition now. We watched the mother catch and kill and impala on the 20th to the north of our
airstrip and we watched the cubs catch two scrub hares. They were also found with a duiker kill on the
19th. Three young cheetahs were viewed in Charleston on two consecutive days during the month.
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED
SEPTEMBER

6

CAPE HUNTING DOGS
We consider ourselves very fortunate to enjoy relatively regular sightings of Cape hunting dogs on
MalaMala. In fact over the last few months sightings have been even more frequent and we recorded a
whopping 22 sightings in September! The pack of 4 adults and 8 pups has spent weeks in eastern
Flockfield and they were viewed on nine occasions during which they killed several scrub hares. On the
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28th we broke the exciting news that a pack which was denning just south of us had moved their den
onto MalaMala! The pack consists of 6 adults and 5 pups. A pack of at least seven adults was seen along
Split Rock Road. The pack of 3 continues to operate almost exclusively on our reserve and they were also
seen on 9 occasions. We watched them kill and impala on the 5th, a bushbuck on the 14th and another
impala on the 16th.
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)
SEPTEMBER

33

CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS
There were a total of 129 elephant and 45 buffalo sightings in September. We can confidently add that
these figures are conservative ones, especially with regard to elephants. We are delighted to report an
increase in sightings of buffalo herds (fifteen). The herd sizes are still modest, rarely exceeding 200
animals, but our bovine population appears to be on the road to recovery following the devastating
drought two years ago.

OTHER INTERESTING SIGHTINGS
•

•

•
•
•

The dry conditions have drawn in Sable antelope from the east! We enjoyed six sightings of
these iconic and rare animals as they frequented the Sand River to quench their thirst. We are
unsure whether or not it was different herds or rather animals from the same herd that kept on
splitting up and regrouping. The herds were often either 21 or 15 strong and followed virtually
the same route from the KNP Break to Sable Road, along the northern bank of the Kapen River
to 2nd Turning Styx and onto the Sand River in front of Rattray’s Camp and then heading back
east on the same path.
Several honey badger sightings were recorded during the month including two sightings of
mothers with cubs. A relaxed pair was seen on several occasion near Princess Alice Pans and we
believe we’ve found the den of a second pair at the junction of Old Skukuza Road and Northern
Track Old Airstrip.
African wild cat sightings have also increased and most of the individuals were very relaxed
around our Land Rovers.
A melanistic Gabar goshawk was seen along Scotts Road.
During September we recorded a noteworthy 13 scrub hare kills! We can’t recall any month
over the last decade with such a high number. It is quite common for rodent populations to
respond well after times of drought so perhaps the same is true for lagamorphs. This increase in
population can be attributed to the increase in recorded kills.
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