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MALAMALA GAME RESERVE 

GAME REPORT ~ JANUARY 2018 
 

JANUARY WEATHER SUMMARY 

Temperature 

Celsius (°C) Fahrenheit (°F) 

 Actual Average  Actual  Average 

Maximum 40 33 Maximum 104 91.4 

Minimum 17 21.1 Minimum 62.6 69.8 

Rainfall 

Millimeters Inches Days of rain 

63 2.48 4 
 
 

TOTAL SIGHTINGS 

Lion 63 

Leopard 56 

Elephant 87 

Buffalo 27 

Cheetah 5 

Cape hunting dog 16 
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS AS AT END OF JANUARY 2018 
 
LIONS: 
 

KAMBULA PRIDE = 6 
3 ADULT FEMALES    ± 4 YEARS 10 MONTHS 
3 ADULT FEMALES     ± 4 YEARS 7 MONTHS 
 MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD 
(22 sightings) 

 
There were twenty-two sightings of members of the Kambula pride in January. Although they 
were absent for the first week of the month they soon made their presence felt as they entered 
the property with the Gowrie males, where they were seen at Confluence Crossing on the 7th, 
that area in particular being the former territory of the Matshapiri Males. The Gowrie males had 
their sights firmly set on the females, while the lone Matshapiri male lurked out of sight nearby, 
sticking close to the females, as they were his main source of food. 
 
On the 12th we welcomed the newest addition to the pride in the form of six young cubs that 
were seen at two separate dens. The first den in the Rock Drift Donga hosted three cubs while 
the second female had her three cubs just north of Dudley Crossing. There is an air of 
uncertainty as to who the fathers of the cubs really are. The Kambula pride has been mating 
with males from several different coalitions in the past few months so the future of the cubs 
remains unclear as the Gowrie males will ultimately decide their fate. 
 
Following the discovery of all the cubs the six lionesses were seen alongside the Matshapiri 
male near the Kapen Breakfast Spot with a fresh Giraffe kill. They remained in the general 
vicinity or three days while the two parent lionesses moved back and forth from the dens to 
feed the cubs.  
 
The latter part of the month saw five of the female join up with the Gowrie males around the 
airstrip as they moved between there and West Street Bridge, unfortunately this would suggest 
the fate of the one litter of cubs at Dudley Crossing was sealed as the mother of those cubs 
was not seen returning to that area. The other lioness was regularly seen in the around the 
Rock Drift Donga, hunting and tending to the cubs. 
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EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2 
  1 ADULT FEMALE    10 YEARS 6 MONTHS 

  1 ADULT FEMALE    5 YEARS 10 MONTHS            
  FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON 

(1 sighting) 
 

The two lionesses were only viewed on one occasion in January. They were seen in 
Charleston, midway along Sibuye Drive on the 31st. The two females have been spending an 
increasing amount of time west and south of the property, possibly due to the presence of the 
Kambula pride in Charleston. 
 
 

STYX PRIDE =  13 
  1 ADULT FEMALE    14 YEARS 11 MONTHS 

1 ADULT FEMALE    9 YEARS 11 MONTHS 
1 ADULT FEMALES    6 YEARS 11 MONTHS 
2 CUBS                                                    1 YEAR  
4 CUBS                                                      ±11 MONTHS 
4 CUBS                                                         ±5 MONTHS 
NORTHERN EYREFIELD  
(3 sightings) 

 
Members of the Styx pride were present on three days in January. They were viewed along the 
banks o the Mlowathi River from the 13th to the 16th of the month. All ten cubs are looking 
strong and are only showing very mild symptoms of the Mange that has plagued the pride over 
the last year. With a good wet season and an abundance of food the future is looking bright for 
the young cubs. 
 
 

MARTHLY PRIDE = 14 
2 ADULT FEMALES    15 YEARS 5 MONTHS 
1 ADULT FEMALE    6 YEARS 5 MONTHS 
1 ADULT FEMALE    4 YEARS 5 MONTHS 
3 ADULT MALES    4 YEARS 5 MONTHS 
2 CUBS                      1 YEAR 7 MONTHS 
3 CUBS     1 YEAR 6 MONTHS  
2 CUBS                                           9 MONTHS 
MARTHLY, MALAMALA  

  (9 sightings) 
 
Members of the Marthly pride were viewed on nine occasions in January. The tailless lioness 
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and her cub as well as her two nieces were seen for the entire first week of the month in 
Marthly as well as around Main Camp. The core members of the pride face a long uphill battle, 
as the fathers of all the remaining cubs are no longer present in the area.  
 
The three young male were viewed on two occasions in southern Charleston; they have done 
well to set up in that area, having only faced opposition from the two Avoca males. However 
the ongoing battle for territory to their north seems to have pushed them a bit further south as 
they have been spending more and more time in Toulon as well as the KNP. 
 
 

FOURWAYS PRIDE = 6 
 1 ADULT FEMALE             UNKNOWN AGE 
 1 SUB ADULT FEMALE            7 YEARS 6 MONTHS 
 2 MALE CUBS             2 YEARS 1 MONTH 
 2 FEMALE CUBS             2 YEARS 1 MONTH 

EASTERN FLOCKFIELD 
 (0 sightings) 
 

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  
 
 

CHARLESTON MALES = 2 
  2 ADULT MALES    6 YEARS 7 MONTHS  

CHARLESTON 
 (0 sightings) 
 

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  
 
 
 MATSHAPIRI MALE = 1 
  1 ADULT MALE    7 YEARS 7 MONTHS 
  FLOCKFIELD, SOUTHERN MALAMALA 
  First encounter: April 2015 

(5 sightings) 
 
The single Matshapiri was viewed on five occasions in January. Despite his desperate efforts to 
tag along with the Kambula pride his window of opportunity is slowly closing as the Gowrie 
males become more present in his former territory. He was offered a brief respite as the he was 
seen feeding on the remains of a Giraffe carcass alongside the Kambula pride on the 13th and 
14th. But the spoils of an easy meal were short lived as his adversaries slowly closed in. The 
lone male was seen twice at the end of the month south of Rattray’s Camp, the underdog in a 
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new area of lions on the property. 
 
 

  CLARENDON MALES = 2 
 2 ADULT MALES    ±13 YEARS  
MARTHLY, NORTHERN MALAMALA  
(0 sightings) 

 
There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  

 
 
 GOWRIE MALES = 4  
  1 ADULT MALE    ± 7 YEARS 2 MONTHS 
  3 ADULT MALES    ± 6 YEARS 2 MONTHS 

EYREFIELD, MALAMALA - DOMINANT OVER THE STYX PRIDE AND THE 
KAMBULA PRIDE 

  First encounter: September 2015. 
  (13 sightings) 
 
With a new year dawned a new area for the lions of MalaMala. Almost exactly a year after the 
Matshapiri males overthrew the Clarendon males; the Gowrie male repeated history and moved 
claimed their space on the thrown that is the hallowed hunting grounds of MalaMala. The 
males were seen on thirteen occasions in January. They spent the majority of their time 
perusing the Kambula females as well as marking out their newly claimed piece of real estate. 
The area around the airstrip seems to be the thrown of the dynasty as the males were 
repeatedly present in that area, mating with the lionesses of the Kambula Pride. 
 
 
Other Lions Encountered; 
 
• Avoca Males: 10 sightings 

The two Avoca males were seen on ten occasions in January. They welcomed the New Year 
in with a fresh buffalo kill in Charleston. They were seen regularly in the eastern parts of 
Charleston and further south in Toulon. 

• There was sighting of an unknown pride of lions consisting of two sub adult males, one sub 
adult female, a lioness and an unknown male seen in northern Flockfield on the 3rd. 
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NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LIONS ENCOUNTERED (approximate) 
 

JANUARY 38 
 
 
 
LEOPARDS: 

 

 
WEST STREET MALE    8 YEARS 10 MONTHS            

  CHARLESTON 
(4 sightings) 

 
There were four sightings of the West Street Male in January. He was first located near KK 
Crossing on the 6th were he was seen for two days in the area. He was then seen mating with 
the Teardrop female at Calabash Crossing on the 23rd he was viewed again leaving the area 
two days later. 
 
 
 ACCIPITER MALE     ± 7 YEARS 6 MONTHS 

 MALAMALA  
(0 sightings) 

 
There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  
 
 
 SPLIT ROCK MALE     3 YEARS 7 MONTHS 

 EYREFIELD, MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD  
 Son of the Ostrich Koppies female, independent latter half of 2015 

(8 sightings) 
 
The Split Rock male leopard was seen on eight occasions in January. He was seen on the 1st at 
Piccadilly Crossing in central Flockfield moving south. It wasn’t until the 14th that he was seen 
again in northern Charleston where he was viewed facing off with a large male leopard from the 
west known as the Maxabeni male. Home ground advantage game the young male leopard an 
edge in what will be the first of many encounters with rival males and the visitor was sent 
packing.  
 
He defied odds yet again by choosing to spend the remainder of the month within eyeshot of 
the den of the lioness of the Kambula pride in the Rock Drift donga, but the now confident 
male took it in his stride as he went about the days without any worry of the lioness. 
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SENEGAL BUSH MALE    5 YEARS 4 MONTHS 
  EYREFIELD, MARTHLY, MALAMALA  

 Brother of the Quarantine male leopard from the North 
(5 sightings) 

 
The Senegal Bush male leopard was seen on five occasions in January. He was first located at 
Main Camp on the second as he slowly starts to prospect the western bank of the Sand River 
for available territory.  He was then seen on two consecutive days with an impala kill in a 
Jackalberry Tree west of Campbell Koppies, true to form he did not take likely to the presence 
of the vehicles and was viewed from a distance as he finished off the remains of the kill. He 
was only seen again on the 28th where he was once again seen at the causeway. 
 
 
             INYATINI MALE            ± 8 YEARS 4 MONTHS 
  MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD  

(5 sightings) 
 

There were five sightings of the Inyatini Male leopard in January. The sightings were 
concentrated around the second half of the month as he only made his first appearance on the 
13th. He was located vocalizing along the old airstrip early in the morning and two days later he 
was seen with a fresh impala kill near Wildebeest Crossing. He finished the kill the following 
day and was confronted by the Senegal Bush male on the 19th near the causeway, the two 
parted ways without so much as a scratch. But it was a clear warning to the Senegal bush 
male that he wasn’t going to give up his territory without a fight. 
 
 
 PICADILLY FEMALE     4 YEARS 2 MONTHS 
 CUB       1 MONTH 

WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY 
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016 
(5 sightings) 
 

The Piccadilly female was seen on five occasions in January. Her movements throughout the 
month were very sporadic, as she was not seen in the same location for more than a single 
drive. The fresh suckle marks suggest that she has given birth to a litter of cubs but she was 
not giving away any her den just yet as she kept us guessing the entire month as to the 
whereabouts of the den. 
 
 

 SIBUYE FEMALE     4YEARS 2 MONTHS 
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY 
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Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016 
  (4 sightings) 
 
There were four sightings of the Sibuye female in January. She was first seen in the Mlowathi 
River on the Gowrie Boundary on the 6th. She was then seen on three consecutive days from 
the 11th to the 13th near Mlowathi Dam. It wasn’t until the last sighting of her that she revealed 
an impala carcass she had been feeding on, carefully hidden in a Jackalberry tree. 
 
 

TAMBOTI FEMALE     10 YEARS 4 MONTHS 
  WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA 

 (1 sighting) 
 
There was a single sighting of the Tamboti female in January. She was seen briefly at 
confluence crossing on the night of 21st.  

 
 
ISLAND FEMALE      4 YEARS 9 MONTHS 

  WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA 
Daughter of the Tamboti female, independent first quarter of 2015 
(10 sightings) 
 

The Island female leopard was seen on ten occasions in January. She was first seen at 
Matshapiri Open Area on the 2nd. Two days later she was viewed at Maxim’s Lookout scent 
marking the periphery of her territory. She was located again on the 13th at West Street Bridge 
where she moved north where she was located with an impala kill on the 15th. The kill was lost 
to Hyenas and she moved off. 
 
The Island female then made two appearances at West Street Bridge on the 21st and the 26th 
and then again just north of there on the 27th. The following day she caught another impala, this 
time at Sandpit Crossing. She was able to finish off the kill over two days and was then seen 
again at Matshapiri Open Area on the 30th. 

 
 

 EMSAGWENI FEMALE    8 YEARS 1 MONTH  
3 CUBS                                                               1 MONTH  

 
  MALAMALA 

(5 sightings) 
 

2018 marked a new beginning for the Emsagweni female, as she was located on the 10th at 



9 
MalaMala Game Report January 2018 

Pat’s Drift Koppies with her three new cubs. This marks the first litter we have seen from this 
female since 2016. Whatever the reason was behind her taking so long to have more cubs was 
unclear but the three newest additions should make up for lost time and effort. We were 
treated to regular sightings of the Emsagweni female and her cubs in the fortress of Pat’s Drift 
Koppies throughout the month.  
 
 FLOCKFIELD FEMALE    13 YEARS 11 MONTHS 
            CUB                                                     ± 11 MONTHS  
  EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON 

 (0 sightings) 
 

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  
 
 

TEARDROP FEMALE                7 YEARS 9 MONTHS 
            FEMALE CUB                                                     1 YEAR 1 MONTH 

FEMALE CUB                                                             1 YEAR 1 MONTH 
  SOUTHERN CHARLESTON 
  (6 sightings) 
 
The Teardrop female was seen on six occasions in January. With the cubs having past the 
one-year mark, the inevitability of the cubs becoming independent looms over the leap of 
leopards we have been watching over the last year. The Teardrop female was seen on tree 
occasions alongside the cubs in the first half of the month. But on the 13th herself saw the 
Teardrop female at Flat Rocks. On the 17th the two cubs were seen making a genet kill at Flat 
Rocks without their mother.  
 
On the 23rd the Teardrop female was seen taking her first steps away from her year old litter 
and she was seen mating with the West Street male. Clearly she regards her cubs as ready and 
she is not wasting any time in making her next genetic contribution to the leopard population of 
MalaMala. 
 
 
 LOOKOUT FEMALE     7 YEARS 2 MONTHS 

1 CUB                                                               3 MONTHS 
 
  WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, NORTHERN CHARLESTON 
  (3 sightings)  
 
January saw only three sightings of the Lookout female. Unfortunately all three sightings were 
of only a single cub. Confirming our suspicions that the second cub has died. However this is a 
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mere speed bump in the road for the illustrious female as she now focuses all her attention on 
the single cub allowing for a far higher chance of that cub surviving. 
 
 
Other leopards encountered: 
 
Males:  (4 sightings, 4individuals) 

 
• There was a brief encounter between the Split Rock Male and the Maxabeni male on the 

14th.  
• There was an unknown male leopard with a kill in northern Charleston on the 15th. 
• The Quarantine male leopard was seen again at Clarendon on the 29th. 
• An unidentified male leopard was seen at Mlowathi Dam on the 31st. 
 
Females: (7 sightings, 4 individuals) 

Note; the cubs of the respective females are included in the female tally until such a 
time as they have been sexed or have reached independence. 

 
• The daughter of the Kikilezi female was seen at West Street Bridge on the 22nd. 
• The Ndzilo female and her female cub were seen on five occasions in southern Charleston 

in January. The cub is approaching one year of age and is starting to look more and more 
like her mother. 

• The Nkoveni female was seen on one occasion at Sandpit Crossing 
 
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)      
 

JANUARY 25 
 
 
CHEETAH 
 
There were five sightings of the two cheetah brothers in the northern parts of the property. 
They were mainly seen at their regular spot at Clarendon Dam with the exception of a single 
sighting that was west of the Mlowathi River along the Gowrie Boundary. 
 
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED 
 

JANUARY 2 
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CAPE HUNTING DOGS 
 
There were a total of 16 Cape Hunting Dog sightings in January. The sightings consisted of a 
pack of ten that were seen on five separate occasions, a pack of three that were seen on seven 
occasions, a pack of six that were seen on three occasions and a lone individual that was seen 
once. The pack of ten was mainly based in the north and was seen in the vicinity of the 
Mlowathi River on all five occasions. The pack of three were seen in the central parts of the 
property moving between Flockfield Tower and Matshapiri Open Area. The pack of six were 
first seen in the south but slowly made their way north were they were last seen at Piccadilly 
pans. The single cape hunting dog was seen on one occasion in front of Rattray’s Camp. 
 
 
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED (approximate) 
 

JANUARY 20 
 
 
CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS 
 
There were a total of 87 elephant and 27 buffalo sightings in January. Sightings of larger 
herbivores have been fairly low of late but this is attributed to the wet conditions when animals 
tend to utilize resources further away from large rivers.  There was only a single sighting of a 
herd of buffalo in January while the majority of the elephant sightings comprised of small herds 
and solitary bulls. 
 
 
 
OTHER INTERESTING SIGHTINGS 
 
There was no shortage of interesting sightings in January. The hyenas on the property have 
been especially active on the property; there is hardly a day that goes by without a good few 
sightings. The smaller mammals were also very active as we were treated to daily honey 
badger, civet, genet and various mongoose sightings as well as the ever-abundant plains 
game. 
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MALAMALA GAME RESERVE 

KILL STATS ~ JANUARY 2018 
	

	 LION LEOPARD CAPE HUNTING 
DOG CHEETAH TOTAL 

IMPALA  8 2  10 

DUIKER  1   1 

KLIPSPRINGER      

BUFFALO 2    2 

BUSHBUCK      

WARTHOG 2 1   3 

NYALA      

WATERBUCK      

WILDEBEEST      

KUDU      

GIRAFFE 2    2 

ZEBRA      

 OTHER      

TOTAL 6 10 2  20 
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 BIG 5 ANALYSIS: JANUARY 2018 

 LION LEOPARD ELEPHANT BUFFALO 

DATE ANIMALS SIGHTINGS ANIMALS SIGHTINGS 
ANIMALS 

SIGHTINGS 
ANIMALS 

SIGHTINGS 
LH H INDIV. LH H INDIV. 

1 14 4 1 1  4  4  1  1 

2 5 2 2 2  3  3  1  1 

3 6 2 4 4  4  4   12 3 

4 4 1 4 4  2  2   2 1 

5 17 3 2 2  3  3   4 1 

6 22 3 3 3  5  5   2 1 

7 12 4 1 1  3 1 4   2 1 

8 7 2    3  3   4 1 

9 20 3 1 1  3 1 4  1  1 

10 13 3 1 1  2  2   4 1 

11 16 6 6 4  3  3   3 1 

12 20 5    3  3  2  2 

13 1 1 2 2  5  5   5 1 

14 9 2 2 2  2  2   5 1 

15      2  2   5 1 

16 4 2 1 1  2  2   2 1 

17 2 1 1 1  3 1 4  1  1 

18 2 1 2 2 2 2  4   8 2 

19 7 1 7 4 1  1 2   13 5 

20 11 2 3 3 3 3 1 7  1 1 2 

21 3 1 4 3  2  2   3 1 

22 4 2 4 4 1 2 5 6   5 2 

23 5 1 3 1 1 3  4  1 6 3 

24   1 1  4  4   2 1 

25 2 1 1 1  4  4   2 2 

26 6 1   1  2 3   5 1 

27 21 4 1 1  5  5   2  

28 9 2   2   2   4 1 

29 14 3 1 1 1 1 2 4   12 2 

30   2 2 1   2  2  1 

31   3 3 1 1  2 1  6 1 

TOTAL 256 63 63 55 14 79 14 106 1 10 119 44 


