
APRIL
2018 GAME REPORT



1 
MalaMala Game Report April 2018 

  
MALAMALA GAME RESERVE 

GAME REPORT ~ APRIL 2018 
 

APRIL WEATHER SUMMARY 

Temperature 

Celsius (°C) Fahrenheit (°F) 

 Actual Average  Actual  Average 

Maximum 36 30.1 Maximum 96.8 86 

Minimum 15 19.2 Minimum 59 66.56 

Rainfall 

Millimeters Inches Days of rain 

60 2.35 5 
 
 

TOTAL SIGHTINGS 

Lion 45 

Leopard 65 

Elephant 72 

Buffalo 31 

Cheetah 1 

Cape hunting dog 11 
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*AGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS AS AT END OF APRIL 2018 

 
LIONS: 
 

KAMBULA PRIDE = 6 
3 ADULT FEMALES    ± 5 YEARS 1 MONTH 
3 ADULT FEMALES     ± 4 YEARS 10 MONTHS 
 MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD 
(17 sightings) 

 
Members of the Kambula Pride were present on 17 days in April. The lionesses were seen 
alongside the Gowrie males for the vast majority of the month. The females were fragmented 
throughout the month; there was not a single occasion whereby all six females were seen 
together this is attributed to the fact that the Gowrie males have trying to cover all the females. 
However there was a clear absence of a sixth lioness, the cause for her absence became clear 
as four cubs were revealed to us on the 10th near West Street Bridge.  
 
The female moved the cubs to Maxims Lookout where she was seen for the remainder of the 
month tending to the cubs. This could be the start of the next chapter for the Kambula pride, 
although history has always taught us to not get our hopes up in these situations. Time will 
soon enough reveal their fate. 
 
The remaining females were regularly encountered along the Western Bank in the vicinity of the 
Airstrip, mating with the Gowrie males and taking advantage of the abundance of prey that all 
capitalize on the warm, open, elevated area around the airstrip. 
 
 

EYREFIELD PRIDE = 2 
  1 ADULT FEMALE    10 YEARS 9 MONTHS 

  1 ADULT FEMALE    6 YEARS 1 MONTH 
  FLOCKFIELD, CHARLESTON 

(5 sightings) 
 

There were five sightings of the Eyrefield pride in April. They were once again seen in southern 
Charleston on all five occasions. The beginning of the month saw both females at Calabash 
crossing sharing a fresh zebra kills with the two Avoca males. The following days the lionesses 
were seen mating with the Avoca males. There is still hope for MalaMala’s oldest pride that the 
females will be able to conceive despite the hardships of the past year.   
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STYX PRIDE =  11 
  1 ADULT FEMALE    15 YEARS 2 MONTHS 

1 ADULT FEMALE    10 YEARS 2 MONTHS 
1 ADULT FEMALES    7 YEARS 2 MONTH S 
2 CUBS                                                    1 YEAR 4 MONTHS 
3 CUBS                                                      1 YEAR 2 MONTHS 
3 CUBS                                                         ±8 MONTHS 
NORTHERN EYREFIELD  
(6 sightings) 

 
Members of the Styx pride were seen on six days in April. They were first located on the 4th. 
They were seen in northwestern Eyrefield, with very full bellies sleeping on the road. They 
returned north after that and were seen again at Mlowati Dam on the 9th. On the 16th there was 
an interaction between the cubs of the Styx pride and suspected cubs of the Torchwood pride 
at Mlowati Dam. The brief interaction saw all the lions scattering into the thick bush east of 
Mlowati Dam and they were not relocated after that.  
 
The 21st saw the Styx Pride making a return to the property, in the northern parts of MalaMala, 
east of Campbell Koppies. This was an unexpected move from the Styx pride, which has 
traditionally stuck to the northern parts of the property. The move is possibly as a result of the 
absence of the Gowrie males in the north, its likely that their absence has allowed for rival male 
coalitions to move into the northern parts of their territory and push all the prides baring 
offspring of the Gowrie males to seek relative safety further south. The Styx pride remained in 
the vicinity of Campbell Koppies for the remainder of the month where they were seen on 
another two occasions. 
 
 

MARTHLY PRIDE = 6 
1 ADULT FEMALE    15 YEARS 8 MONTHS 
1 ADULT FEMALE    4 YEARS 8 MONTHS 
3 ADULT MALES    4 YEARS 8 MONTHS 
1 CUBS     1 YEAR 11 MONTHS  
MARTHLY, MALAMALA  

  (1 sighting) 
 
There were no confirmed sightings of the Marthly pride in April, however there was a sighting 
of a lioness suspected to be a member of the Marthly pride seen at Elephant Rock on the 24th. 
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FOURWAYS PRIDE = 6 
 1 ADULT FEMALE             UNKNOWN AGE 
 1 SUB ADULT FEMALE            7 YEARS 9 MONTHS 
 2 MALE CUBS             2 YEARS 4 MONTHS 
 2 FEMALE CUBS             2 YEARS 4 MONTHS 

EASTERN FLOCKFIELD 
 (0 sightings) 
 

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  
 
 

CHARLESTON MALES = 2 
  2 ADULT MALES    6 YEARS 10 MONTHS  

CHARLESTON 
 (0 sightings) 
 

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  
 
 
 MATSHAPIRI MALE = 1 
  1 ADULT MALE    7 YEARS 10 MONTHS 
  FLOCKFIELD, SOUTHERN MALAMALA 
  First encounter: April 2015 

(0 sightings) 
 

There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  
 
 

  CLARENDON MALES = 2 
 2 ADULT MALES    ±13 YEARS 3 MONTHS 
MARTHLY, NORTHERN MALAMALA  
(0 sightings) 

 
There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  
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 GOWRIE MALES = 4  
  1 ADULT MALE    ± 7 YEARS 5 MONTHS 
  3 ADULT MALES    ± 6 YEARS 5 MONTHS 

EYREFIELD, MALAMALA - DOMINANT OVER THE STYX PRIDE AND THE 
KAMBULA PRIDE 

  First encounter: September 2015. 
  (20 sightings) 
 
The Gowrie males were ever present in April, laying claim to the central parts of the property 
and winning over the affections of the Kambula pride. The four males were regularly 
encountered around the airstrip, mating with the lionesses of the Kambula pride. This ushers in 
a new era for MalaMala and the lions, which call it home. The particular piece of land that the 
Gowrie males now occupy has historically been a heavily contested area that has seen legends 
such as the Manyeleti males and the Matshipiri males laying claim to this hallowed ground.  
 
On the 8th the two of the males went as far south as Jakkalsdraai Open Area trailing a herd of 
buffalo. The  promise of a buffalo for dinner was undoubtedly the cause of the males straying 
so far south of their normal territory but the males seemed unfazed as they slowly trailed the 
herd, but with little support from their brothers and the Kambula pride the hunt was suspended 
at some point during the night.  
 
The males joined back together in the north a few days later, where they spent the rest of the 
month with their attention fixed on the Kambula pride. 
 
 
Other Lions Encountered; 
 
•  Avoca Males: (2 sightings) there were only two sightings of the Avoca males in April, they 

were seen mating with the females of the Eyrefield Pride at KK Crossing on the 4th and 
5th. 

•  Manyeleti Males: (1 sighting) there was a single sighting of a single Manyeleti Male in April. Sadly 
the remaining members of this mighty coalition were reported dead on our neighbor’s property. 
The single male was not in the best condition, which brings a close to the long rule of the 
Manyeleti males. 

•  Torchwood Pride: (1 sighting) there was a single confirmed sighting of the Torchwood 
Pride in April. The pride consists of five females and 8 cubs sired by the Gowrie males,  
traditionally spend most of their time north of our boundary.  
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NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LIONS ENCOUNTERED (approximate) 
 

APRIL 40 
 
 
LEOPARDS: 

 

 
WEST STREET MALE    9 YEARS  1 MONTH 

  CHARLESTON 
(1 sighting) 

 
There was only a single sighting of the West Street male leopard in April. He was seen 
patrolling around Trollips Camp on the 10th. 
 
 
 ACCIPITER MALE     ± 7 YEARS 9 MONTHS 

 MALAMALA  
(2 sightings) 

 
There were two sightings the Accipiter male leopard in April. He was first seen patrolling along 
the banks of the Sand River opposite Maxims Lookout on the 6th. And then again in the lower 
reaches of the Matshipiri River on the 27th. On both occasions he was viewed at night that is 
when he is most comfortable allowing us to view this incredible male in all his glory. 
 
 
 SPLIT ROCK MALE     3 YEARS 10 MONTHS 

 EYREFIELD, MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD  
 Son of the Ostrich Koppies female, independent latter half of 2015 

(1 sighting) 
 
The Split Rock male leopard was seen only once in April. He was seen in the northern parts of 
Flockfield walking northwards. Although he has been scarce in the last few months, he is still 
one of the most exciting males to have on the property. 
 
 

SENEGAL BUSH MALE    5 YEARS 7 MONTHS 
  EYREFIELD, MARTHLY, MALAMALA  
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 Brother of the Quarantine male leopard from the North 
(10 sightings) 

 
The Senegal Bush male leopard was seen on ten occasions in April. He was first located 
opposite main Camp on the 5th where he slowly made his way east towards Campbell Koppies 
where he was seen the following day. The following day he made his way south and was seen 
dangerously close to the Emsagweni female and her cubs that were located on an impala kill 
nearby. Luckily for them the Senegal Bush male changed direction and moved out of the area.  
 
 
The Senegal Bush male was seen again two days later around Stwise where he was seen 
mating with a female from the north. On the 15th he was seen again in front of Main Camp 
walking his usual route. He was seen again on the 21st, this time alongside the Island female. 
The two of them remained together for three days before the Senegal Bush male finally settled 
at Campbell koppies. 
 
 
             INYATINI MALE            ± 8 YEARS 7 MONTHS 
  MALAMALA, FLOCKFIELD  

(2 sightings) 
 
There were two sightings of the Inyatini male leopard in April. He was first located on the 5th on 
the western bank of the Sand River near West Street Bridge. He continued southwest off the 
property, returning again three days later where he was seen at Rattray’s Camp on the 8th. 
 
 
 PICCADILLY FEMALE    4 YEARS 5 MONTHS 

CUB                                                                           4 MONTHS 
WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY 
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016 
(13 sightings) 
 

 
The Piccadilly female was seen and her cub were seen on 13 days in April. The cub was 
viewed alongside its mother on all thirteen occasions. Both leopards were seen in great 
strength as the Piccadilly female continues to do remarkably well to keep the cub well fed as 
he slowly grows from strength to strength every day. The Piccadilly female and cub were seen 
on two separate kills in April, luckily for them they managed to finish off both kills without any 
attention from hyenas, lions or the Senegal Bush male, who regularly seeks out the Piccadilly in 
order to fill his belly. 
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 SIBUYE FEMALE     4YEARS 5 MONTHS 

2 CUBS                                                              4 MONTHS 
 

WESTERN EYREFIELD, MARTHLY 
Daughter of the Kikilezi female, independent first quarter of 2016 

  (0 sightings) 
 
There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  
 
 

TAMBOTI FEMALE     10 YEARS 7 MONTHS 
CUB                                                                           7 MONTHS 

  WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA 
 (2 sightings) 

 
There were two sightings of the Tamboti Female in April. Both her and the cub were seen on 
the 3rd and the 14th on the western boundary north of Princess Alice Pans. On their first 
encounter they had a narrow escape as the three lionesses of the Kambula pride ascended a 
Saffron tree with the cub and a kill of some sort in it. Luckily both managed to escape 
unscathed.  

 
 
ISLAND FEMALE      5 YEARS  

  WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, WESTERN MALAMALA 
Daughter of the Tamboti female, independent first quarter of 2015 
(4 sightings) 
 

The Island female leopard was seen on four occasions in April. She was first seen on the 8th 
outside Rattray’s camp hunting impala along the firebreak. She was unsuccessful and moved 
off only to be seen again on the 22nd where she had an interesting encounter with the Senegal 
Bush male and Piccadilly female.    All three leopards were located in the vicinity of Fred’s 
Tree, the circumstances that brought the three together are unclear but no blows were 
exchanged and all the leopards left unharmed. 
 

 EMSAGWENI FEMALE    8 YEARS 4 MONTHS  
            3 CUBS                                                         4 MONTHS 
  MALAMALA 

(7 sightings) 
 

There were seven sightings of the Emsagweni Female and her three cubs in April. They were 
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first located on the 5th in the very northwestern parts of the Emsagweni female’s territory on an 
impala kill. The four leopards attracted the attentions of hyena and the Senegal Bush male but 
managed to finish the kill and move off without an incident. They then moved back to the 
safety of the Matshipiri River on the 15th and then the Split Rock Donga on the 16th. They went 
back west to the Matshipiri River north of Buffalo Bush Dam where they were seen on one 
more occasion. Its incredible as always to watch this leopard raise three cubs as their story 
continues to captivate us all. 
 
 FLOCKFIELD FEMALE    14 YEARS  
            CUB                                                     1 YEAR 2 MONTHS 
  EASTERN FLOCKFIELD, EASTERN CHARLESTON 

 (0 sightings) 
There were no confirmed sightings during the reported period.  

 
 

TEARDROP FEMALE                7 YEARS 11 MONTHS 
            FEMALE CUB                                                                1 YEAR 4 MONTHS 

FEMALE CUB                                                                 1 YEAR 4 MONTHS 
  SOUTHERN CHARLESTON 
  (4 sightings) 
 
The Teardrop female and her cubs were seen on four occasions in April. Interestingly the 
Teardrop female was not with the cubs on any of the four occasions. It has been an incredible 
privilege to watch these two cubs grow up since December 2016 and April brought about a big 
step in their progress. Although the two cubs are still spending time together, they will soon be 
independent and will look to start establishing a territory of their own. This leaves many 
questions regarding which of the three leopards will disperse and where? 
 
 LOOKOUT FEMALE     7 YEARS 5 MONTHS 

1 CUB                                                                             6 MONTHS 
 
  WESTERN FLOCKFIELD, NORTHERN CHARLESTON 
  (10 sightings)  
 
There were ten sightings of the Lookout female and her cub in April. We were treated to regular 
sightings of the two of them playing in the lower reaches of the Matshipiri River in the early 
morning. The cub is growing both in size and in confidence as she practices her hunting, 
stalking and take down techniques on her mother with varying degrees of success. On all ten 
occasions the two leopards were seen in the southern reaches of the Matshipiri River only 
straying as far as Buffalo Pans on one occasion.  
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Other leopards encountered: 
 
Males:  (2 sightings, 2 individuals) 

• There was a sighting of a large male leopard in the Sand River south of Rattray’s Camp 
on the 22nd. 

• There was a sighing of a young male leopard that was trailing its mother to an impala 
kill on the western bank of the Sand River south of Charleston North. 

•  
 
Females: (7 sightings, 5 individuals) 

Note; the cubs of the respective females are included in the female tally until such a 
time as they have been sexed or have reached independence. 

 
• The daughter of the Kikilezi female made an appearance in her mother’s old stomping 

ground in the latter parts of the month. She was seen on the 18th, 19th and 27th in the vicinity 
of Main Camp.  

• The Ndzilo female and her female cub were seen on two occasions in southern Charleston. 
They have been spending an increasing amount of time south of the property, possibly due 
to the recent independence of the Teardrop Female’s cubs.  

• A female leopard known as the ‘Nanga Female’ was seen mating with the Senegal Bush 
male near Stwise on the 10th. 

• An unknown female leopard and her sub adult male cub were seen feeding off an impala kill 
south of Charleston North on the 12th. 

 
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LEOPARDS ENCOUNTERED (approximate)      
 

APRIL 26 
 
 
 
CHEETAH 
 
There were two sightings of a single male cheetah in April. He was seen on 28th and 29th of the 
month in the vicinity of Flockfield Camp. There is still no sign of the two male cheetahs in the 
north this month. 
 
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CHEETAH ENCOUNTERED 
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APRIL 1 
 
 
CAPE HUNTING DOGS 
 
There were a total of 11 Cape Hunting Dog sightings in April over a total of 10 different 
sightings. The sightings were scattered all along the property but an interesting occurrence 
was that of a new pack of five, presumably made up of members from other packs in the area, 
seen on the property. 
 
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CAPE HUNTING DOGS ENCOUNTERED (approximate) 
 

APRIL 11 
 
 
CAPE BUFFALO AND ELEPHANTS 
 
There were a total of 72 elephant and 31 buffalo sightings in April. The abundance of grass at 
the moment from a prosperous rainy season has allowed for the larger herbivores to spend 
more time away from larger water sources leading to a reduction in large herbivore sightings. 
  
 
OTHER INTERESTING SIGHTINGS 
 
There were numerous interesting animal sightings during the month of April. There were daily 
sightings of civet, genet, bushbaby as well honey badger and even a sighting of a single Sable 
Bull. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 MalaMala Game Reserve Kill Stats April 2018 	

 

 

 

 

 

MALAMALA GAME RESERVE 

KILL STATS ~ APRIL 2018 
	

	 LION LEOPARD 
CAPE 
HUNTING DOG 

CHEETAH TOTAL 

IMPALA 2 4 1  7 

DUIKER  1   1 

KLIPSPRINGER      

BUFFALO 1    1 

BUSHBUCK      

WARTHOG      

NYALA      

WATERBUCK      

WILDEBEEST 1    1 

KUDU      

GIRAFFE      

ZEBRA      

 OTHER  1   1 

TOTAL 4 6 1  11 
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 BIG 5 ANALYSIS: APRIL 2018 

 LION LEOPARD ELEPHANT BUFFALO 

DATE ANIMALS SIGHTINGS ANIMALS SIGHTINGS 
ANIMALS 

SIGHTINGS 
ANIMALS 

SIGHTINGS 
LH H INDIV. LH H INDIV. 

1 6 1 2 1 1 1 1 3   5 1 

2 8 2 5 3 2 1  3   8 1 

3 13 3 2 1 2 1  3   8 1 

4 18 3 2 1 1  2 3   10 2 

5 8 2 5 4 1 2  3  1  1 

6   8 4  1 1 2     

7   7 3 2 2  4  1  1 

8 14 3 3 3 1 1  2 1   1 

9 25 3 2 1 3 1  4   9 2 

10 6 1 6 4 3 2  5     

11 6 2 4 2 2 1  3   4 2 

12 2 1 6 3 1 1  2     

13 3 1   1   1   8 1 

14 9 3 4 2 2 1  3   10 1 

15 2 2 7 3 3 1 1 5     

16 13 3 6 3 1 4  5     

17   7 4 1 2  3   8 1 

18 3 1 5 3 1  3 2 1  2 3 

19 2 2 2 2 1   1   1 1 

20   2 1 1   1 1  8 2 

21 11 1 4 2 2   2 1  2 2 

22 18 3 6 3 2   2 1  1 2 

23 11 1 4 3 1   1   1 1 

24 10 2 2 1 2   2   9 1 

25 9 2 3 2 2   2  1  1 

26   5 2 1  3 2  1  1 

27 1 1 4 3 2   2  1  1 

28 3 2 1 1  1  1  1  1 

29 1 1 6 3 2  1 3   4 1 

30 3 2 2 1 2   2   8 1 

TOTAL 201 45 114 65 42 23 11 72 5 6  94 31 


